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Luttrell, Chairman, presiding.

PRESENT WERE:

HARVEY CLAY LUTTRELL,

. . . A Special Board Meeting of the
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Commission was
held on Friday, April 18, 1975, at 10:00 o'clock
a.m,, at the Wild Life and Fisheries Headquartérs

Building in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Harvéy Clay

Chairman

MARC DUPUY, JR., Member

JERRY JONES, Member
JEAN LAPEYRE, Member

DONALD WILLE, Member

J. BURTON ANGELLE, Director

- s P oo e

CHAIRMAN LUTTRELL: We are

the program. I am sorry, there 1is a

is out of town, He 1is in Texas, had

unavoidable. Mr. Thompson

and will not be here. Mr. Wille, of

supposed to be in the air somewhere,

ready to start

gocd possibil-

ity that I will not have a quorum today. HMr. Berry

to> go there on
is 1i11 at home
course, 1is

but as I was

coning down, we were having ssme thunderstorms and

HHET
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b#d weather up that way. Mr. Jones has to appear
in court this mdrning and will perhaps be just a
tiny bit late but he asked me to go ahead.
(Discussion of weather and flying‘
conditions re Board membérs' arrivai.)
THE CHAIRMAN: We can do this, We can
start with those things that do not require
approval of the Coumission and maybe hope by that
time that Mr. Wille will be here and in that case,
with the Chair voting, that will give me a quorum.,
DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Mr. Chairman, we have
with us today Colonel Movrrlsom, Divector of the
Civil Defense, who proudly presents this Commission
with a $150,000 check. "This check is partial pay-
ment of the losses that we incurred during the 'i3
flood. A tétal of approximately $400,000 was
incurred by our Wild Life and Fisheries Commission
This is partial payment and Colonel Morrison is
here in behalf of Governor Edwards to present the
Commission with the $150,000 check Colonel
Morrison, would you step forward, sir.‘

. COLONEL F. L. MORRISON: Mr. Angelle, in

presenting this T would like *tc say that every time

DI
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'wefhavé;ever called on the Wild Life .and Fisheries

forAhelp Colonel Hogan has always been right
Johnny-on-the-spot and he has been very, very help-
ful to us in the flooding in the last three_years‘
that we have had, and we appreciate it. This.is
one check we enjoy giving dut because we know that
you people have always responded when we have asked
for help.

The total is $411,000 and this is just
about completed., Mr., Dewey Wills c¢f your ageancy
is handling it, There is some little hangup on
scme fencing that they haven't bocon able to get
back in because the élace is flooded again. We
nhave put in a request for final inspection with
engineers and as soon as the water clears away
where they can inspect these areas, we hope to be
able to turn in the full amount of the claim. Of
course, that takes a long process. That is why
they have advanced. It always has to go through
the state auditor and federal auditor and it hangs
up quite a while, so 1f you all need an additional
advance later on, we can probably arrange to get

it for you.
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DIRECTOR AﬁGELLE: Thank you very much;
Colonel Morrison. 1In fesponse for Colonel Hogan,
he has always told me that he really apprecilates
your wonderful administrative ability in handling
the affairs of Civil Defense and on behalf of the
Commission we again offer you our assistance at
any time.

COLONEL MORRISON: Well, we may be call-
ing on your again,

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Yes, sir, We are
ready to go,.

(Photographs of presentation were

here takén.)

THE CHAIRMAN: Colonel Morrison, don't
ieave vet. I am Clay Luttrell, Chairman of the
Commissidﬁ, and I speak for the Commission and I
will tell you for certain that we are very proud
that you people are helping us with this and as
Chairman of the Comﬁission 1 want to say thank you
for that and for any future help that we may get,

COLONEL MORRISON: Thank you very much,
sir.

THE CHAIRMAN: Now, that is the only

Y1 c
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business we have unless we want to take the discus-
sion of the'proéosed legislation, which I am sure
would be all right with Jerry and Wille. We could
start on that because I would like to finish this
meeting by twelve. I have another meeting in the
Capitel.

#MR. DUPUY: Mr. Chairman, that $150,000
presentation for the damages of the 1973 flood I
hope is not prophetic beczuse we are going to have
some more damages in the 1975 flood.‘ I think the
majority of those damages come from the Spring
Bayou of Avoyelles Parish aud we are going to go
right baék through the samé procedure again.

THE CHATIRMAN: Mr. Dupuy, yesterday when
I met with the legislative committze, your repre-
sentative asked me if I had any suggestion of how
to get rid of that water and I told him I did. I
salid, '"Do you want me to tell you?" and he said,
"No, this thing 1s dynamite, so just please don't
tell me."

I wiil tell you this. I called your man
and congratuléted him on his suit and offered any

help. OFf course, he won't get anywhere but he is

g%"é@;
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way or through your legislators or someone else

‘that is the blocking of the flow of the Red, the

going to bring a lot of attention.
MR. DUPUY: Yes, he is.,

THE CHAIRMAN: 1If you could prevail some

conld prevail on the Corps of Engineers to close
the 01ld River locks, the water in Spring Bayou and
in the Spring Bayou Management Area would drop two
foot within the first 36 hours, because Red River
is seven feet below flood stage, and there is only

one thing that keeps the backwater In there and

Ouachita, the Black out .the mouth of Red River into
the Atchafalaya. |

(Discussion off the record.,)

THE CHAIRMAN: I am going to ask Mr,
Angelle to étart discussing the proposed legisla-
tion. He will start, of course, with those that
are least controversial se that the members of the
Commission that are not here can hear firsthand
any proposed legislation that might be controver-
sial, in which they might have some thoughts on.

I want to welcome the group and state

that I am glad you ave here. I hope that you under-

9839
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stand that this is a special call meeting, really
for the purpose of handling legislation. The
meeting wili not be geared in such a way as to
-permit outside activities or outside input.

| I think it is well known; especially by
the news media and Mr. Stanek, and I am glad to
see Mr, Stanek up here, and the members of the.
Board and the professional staff, my policy is to
’permit anyone to speak. I think they have a right
to db this, but tlhiere are occasions when we cannct
extend that thing. The fact is5 that I have carried
my opinion of that to the extent that sometimes I
think that my Board and especially the professionaq
staff feel like the meetings don't have any real
guidance, but the right of the taxpayer to express
his opinion is a very dear right in the democratic
society today and we do that.

Now, perhaps it might become hecessary
in the future that I exercise more control and:morg
restraint on the meetings. Of course, if I‘do,.I
won't hesitate to do that one bit, but as it stand4
right now, I am apologizing if we happen to have

somaone here, and we just might have, who would

6009
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‘1like to enter the discussion, I will welcome them

to come back to the next meeting which will be the
28th and 29th of this month.

Thefe'is one thing that I can do. I
happened to think about seeing Mr; Yancey there,
Mr. Yancey, we I believe are supposed to get the
federal regulations on ducks and duck seasons and
so forth on the 24th of June, and we, of course,
like to have a meeting after that so we can maybe
set the season. I was asked at the last meeting
to perhaps think_aboutAsetting the 26th and 27th
of June as the meeting date. However, I have a
personal conflict on those two days. Just one
week léter, wvhich woula be a Monday and a Tuesday
and which would £all into the framework of the
Commission members better because they are accus-
tomed to handling their business on Monday and
Tuesday, would be June 30 and July 1,

Now, do you see any real c¢onflict why
we couldn't hold that meeting on 3une 30 and July
1, wﬁich would be the Monday and Tuesday following!

MR, RICHARD YANCEY: June 30 and July 1?

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, June 30 and July 1.

Lk

o
ggga HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orieans
& d

e




10

MR. YANCEY: Well, you wouid have your
regulations on the doves. You wouldn't get it on
the ducks until about the fifteenth of August,

THE CHAIRMAN: I see. The fifteenth of
August.

MR. YANCEY: We ought to get to work
and what have you on.doves.

THE CHAIRMAN: I misunderstood. I
thought 1t was ducks. I have a conflict on the
26th an& 27th. 1 would have to be absent, I am
almost certain, and I have never missed a meeting.

Mﬁ. YANCEY: taybe you could set that
meeting in June., | \

THE CHAIRMAN: A1l right. Let's have it
June 30 and July 1. The first day of the next
month, It would be a Monday and a Tuesday. Has
someone a calendar? I have one right here., That
would still be all right, Dick? |

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: You would probably
need to set it at the meeting next week.

THE CHAIRMAN: I could do that.

MR; YANCEY: That would be the best

time to ccnsider it. We can call those people arnd

4]

S0 .
gg . HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orlezns

GOST
2

2
o




11

.make sure they have it to ns,by June.30. I think

'in late June you will set the season dates. of the

they will.~ - S f‘.i‘"-:'” .

THE CHAIRMAN: A1l right  You see,

June 30 is a Monday and July 1 is a Tuesday.- Would_ﬂwf

you think about that and see? I can be absent but

I don't want to be absent I have never been

absent and the chances are pretty good that I wouldeTA‘

have to be absent on the 26tn or the 27th So,n‘:
unless'ehefe is a serioua objection, at the‘next
meeting I will set June 30 and July 1 I w111 saY-
Lhis._ I have secured the park Lacilities for our
pre meetlng this year nnd the hlgn wane w1;; nct-

a ffect us .- ;_, o “,b.." M ‘\ :_‘-' ;v.‘ v.. P

WR YANCEY}  You will have yeuf Maf pub-

lic heaf;ng_on'hunting seasons in Alexandria and

season with the beg limits on resident game nlue
doves, and gallinules and snipesee‘f : B

THE CHATIRMAN: Good I will ho;d this,
Dick, and I will tell you now that I am sure it
will be June 30 and July 1 unless something seriouj
comes up, but I will make the announcement at the

next meeting.

&
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top of your package; 1t is not numbered, but it

Now, Mr. Angelle, I am sorfy for the
delay and I hope you gentlemen that are here who
might wish to have an input would excuse us at
this time and I will invite you to come back to
the regular meeting, which is two weeks from now.
We will be glad to hear you all the way through.
Tﬁank you, Mr. Angelie.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Thank you. Mr. Chair-
man and Members of the Commission, today we will
be considering about ten or twelve pleces of legis-o
lation or providing it to you for your considera-
tion. Two or three are most substanitial pleces of
legislation. Others deal with corrective pieces.
We are hoping that we don't have as much legisla-
tion this year as we provided to the legislature
last year. | N

Starting with the first one, which is on

deals with the authority to set coon and possum

hunting. It also provides for daylight and night-
time and setting of the seasons and bag limits by
the Commission. It also provides for the unlawful

taking of coon from boats «nd vehicles.'

9550 _
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THE CHAIRMAN: Give us a little time to
find that, please, sir. I haven't found it yet.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: If you would look
right in the middle., 124, It should be right on
top. ‘ |

THE CHAIRMAN: I have you. That "124"
means Section 124, .

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: The meat of the bill
starts probably on about Line 27. I would ask Ted
0'Neil, Chief of our Fur Division, and Greg
Lipscomb, his asgistant, to further comment on the
provisions of this particular bill for considevra-
tion, Go ahead, Greg.

MR, GREG LIPSCOMB: ﬁr. Chairman and
Members c¢f the Commicsion, the present rcgulation
concerning raccocn and possum hunting reads as
follows:

"No person shall take or hﬁnt deer
or furbearing animals with head-
lights or bullseyes. However, it
shall be lawful for parties of two

or more hunters with one or more

9

dcgs to hunt raeccoons and opossums

f
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'at‘nigh; with lights, ‘to carry on
such hunts with the purpose bf
taking raccoons or opossums. Not
more than one standard .22 caliber
rim fire rifle and to use single
ball rim fire ammunition only."

The changes would include adding the

following:

"The Louisiana Wild Life and
Fisheriés Commission shall have
the authority to set a daytime
season for raccoon and opossum
hunting. Bag limits for daytime
and nighttiue raccoon‘and opossum
hunting shall be set by the Com-
mission each year. A hunter may
sell the skin or carcass of
raccoons and opossums taken
during the open trapping season
provided that he is the hclder
of a valid trapper's license.

It shall be unlawful to take,

attempt to take or shilne for

003
g@@@
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raccoon or opossum from a boat or

vehicle. It shall be unlawful to

conduct nighttime hunts for raccoon
or opossum south of the Intracoastal

Waterway."

MR. LAPEYRE: Greg, did you say that frou
Line 27 is where the bill changes the law?

MR. LIPSCOMB: Yes, sir, that is correct.

THE CHAIRMAN: All right, I am following
you now. Go right ahead, Greg.

MR. LIPSCOMB: Do you have any questions
concevrning this plece of leglslation?

THE CHAIRMAN: I have none,.

MR. DUPUY: I do, I think. Your defini-
tion of bag limits for daytime and nighttime hunt-
ing, of course, is new, Do you have some recommen-
dations now or will you have at the time of our
hearing in May?

MR. LIPSCOMB: We will have rechmendam
tions at thaf time. |

MR. DUPUY: There is no change in the
o Qse of the type of firearms?

MR, LIPSCOMB: No, sir, thaere 13 not,

! HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orlcans
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MR. DUPUY: An automafic rifle is per-
mitted. All you are talking about is single ball
ammunition.rather than scatter shot?

MR. LIPSCOMB: That is correct.

THE CHAIRMAN: DNow, we will take all of
this up, Marc, at the time we set our season and
bag limits. I think we will have somne questions
at the Alexandria meeting perhaps on this. I don't
think we could set a season or bag limit now,

MR, DUPUY: No, I don't want to do tnat.

THE CHAIRMAN: I think after tﬂat meeting
it would be proper. Go ahead, sir. .-

MR, LIPSCOMB: The next piece of legis-
lation changes the law concerning fur dealevs®
records and sayment of tax. Ve aré adding --

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: You skipped over to
the other bill?

THE CHAIRMAN: We are not ready for thay'
yet.

MR, LIPSCOMB: I don't know what order
you have them in. Do you want the definitions?

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Are you dealing with

the %111 that prevides the definitions for trapping

/

) - - LS Mla i » ot T, : - .
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and selling of your nongame éuadrupeds?f

MR, LIPSCOMB: I can take that,

THE CHAIRMAN: Have you finished with
1247

MR. LIPSCOMB: Yes, sir.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have finished with

MR. LIPSCOMB: The next one would deal
with definitions.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Déaling with Section
251,

THE;CHAIRHAﬁ: 251,  0.-K., give us just
a &inuté. I am sorry. Go ahead. |

MR. LIYSCCMB: The law at present provids
for fur Buyers, resident fur buyers are those who
have for a éeriod of two years previous to their
application for a license been bona fide residents
of the state., In this proposed legislétion we willy
change that to one year residency requirements,
The same will be true for fur dealers.

Skipping down --

THE CHAIRMAN: I would like to ask a

question. Give me the reason for changing that

2

g
er

2
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to one year.

MR. TED O'NEIL: May 1 answer that?

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, go ahead.

MR. O'NﬁIL: Over a period of years, Mr.
Chairman, we have had a group of fur dealers in the
state who have tended to keep it exclusive for buy-
ing furs in the state. I don't think that we
should exclude anyone who can ectablish . residence
for one year from buying fur. I think we might get
a better type. We might have a good-fur man come
in here that can buy that wouldn't want to stay in
the state two .years bafore he could buy. That is
the thinking there.

THE CHAIRMAN: I agree with that com-
pletely, Ted, but I just wanted to have the reason
for it, behind it., Thank you.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Ted, what is consid-
ered a bona fide resident of the state of'Louisiana‘

MR. O'NEIL: A maﬁ that has a residence
and a driver's license and a post office address.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: For one year?

MR. O'NEIL: Yes.

MR, LIPSCOMB: Moving down to Line 21 on

86
&
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the second page of that bill, here we are changing
the definition of a trapprer. The present law
defines a trapper as one who takes or attempts to
take nonéame.éuadrupeds? except alligators,. for

the purpose of sélling the skin or carcass. We

aré changing this definition to read,las follows:
"Oﬁe who takes orx atfempts to take any nongame
quadrupeds except alligators and who sells the

skin or carcass or one who sets or runs animal
traps of any type to catch such animals, not includ
ing a landowner protecting his property with a per-
. .| mit from the Cbmmission to do so."

Line 27 would be a2 new definition for thd
word "pelting” which is used in the present law
several times. "Pelting" would be defined as
"skinning and drying or skinning and freezing peltd
of~any nongame quadrupe& with the intent to sell
such pelts.”

MR. LAPEYRE: How does that vary from.
the existing definition?

MR. LIPSCOMB: We do not have a defini-

tion in the law for pelting, and it is used several

%:. times, so we are just adding it.

3
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To the next page, starting witthine 2,
the present law reads as follows: )

"No person shall set any trap, snare,

nét or other devide, designed to take

or capable of taking any nongame

quadruped, before the first day of

the open season, or permit such to

remain set after the closing day of

the open season," |

We are adding another line Into that
present law, requiring that all traps shall be run
daily.

MR, DUPUY: Greg, I don't want to cause
any real consternation but what would be the effeci
of this law with regard to attempting to trap or
trapping coyotes for protection of property? 1In
those seasons. We are talking about the fur
seasons with regard to this, b;t the coyote 1s an
outlaw, What do we do with that?

- MR, LI?SCOMB: Well, we are not changing
anything concerning the coyote. He is classified
as an outlaw quadruped.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: And we will continue

36D
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to have theAauthorify-to go ahead ané trap them at
any time during the year.

MR. LIPSCOMB: I believe we do.

THE CHAIRMAN: Now, as I understand this

" from Line 2, a trapper would have to throw his
traps, but hé would not have to remove theﬁ until
five days later, but'by the end of five days he
would have to have them removed from the grounds.,

MR. LIPSCOMB: That is correct. The
only change that is taking place with this pro-
posed legislation, we are édding in the sentence,
ALl trapS'shallvbe run daily." Everything will
stay the same,

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Grég, I have one que§~
tion dealing with, on Line 22, Page 2, where we
make an exception to the alligator. In view of
the fact that we may have a harvest season on the
alligator this year or next year, do you think therg
thlis would have to be amended out?

MR. LIPSCOMB: We have a definition for
alligator hunters in the law presently.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: I see. 6. K.

MR. LITSCOMB: The last piece'of

0600,
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legislation deals with dealérs' records. -

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: O. K., that deals
with Section 259, right in the middle of the page.

MR. LIPSCOMB: We are édding a clause
into the present lgw, reading, "Dealer records
shall be completed," starting on Line 20 of the
first page, "Dealer fecords shall be completed and
made available to the Commission for audit purpose;
within sixty days after the eqd of the trapping
season,'" The reason for that, we have had problemgd
in completing these records, and sometimes audits
go on for several months after the end of the
trapping season, and we feel like a statement in
the law would help our audit people in completing
these records,

MR, LAPEYRE: Presently there 1s no time
limit for this?

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: One year.

MR. ROGER HUNTER: All it says 1s that
you have to pay the tax fcr the previous year
before you can get a license for this year. There
is no specified time when these records will be

available. It just says they will be available.

B85Y
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MR, O'NEIL: Some of our dealers have
made trips to Europe and that sort of'thing and
they stay out for two or three months. They don't
come back and we can't get to their records.

MR, LAPEYRE: What is the nature of the
records? |

MR. O'NEIL: The number of pelts that
they ship out of the state, for severance tax pur-
poses, so we can keep up with how many pelts were
caught in the state,

THE CHAIRMAN: Correct me if I am wrong,
but as I read the law, I thought that they paid
two cents on a muskrat, ten cents on something
else, 25 cents on a different type pelt, but the
number of pelts'they had in the storeroom. 1Is
that correcé?

MR. O'NEIL: They can declare this. Theﬁ
pay it when we audit. As a general rule, they pay
the tax then and they declare what they have paid
on., We know what they have paid.

THE CHAIRMAN: Perhaps I misunderstood.
I thought you said they pay the severance tax on

those pelts that are sold out of the country, or

5663
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the state or somewhere., My impression was they -

paid this tax, depending on the type of pelt it

was, according to the number they had in storage

or the number they had bought or accumulated that
year. Am I wrong?

MR. O'NEIL: I would think, yes, they
usually pay so that they can ship at any time.
When their books are audited, they w@ll go ahead

and pay up or they will declare that they will pay

‘within ten days of when their books are audited,

and they will clear that, They will keep tags.

They have a green tag; that fur can't travel out

of the state unless it has a green tag on 1it, so
they keep their green tags back and ship when they
are ready. Generally, they all pay up, you know,
when they are audited.
| THE CHAIRMAN: My question is simply

this, Ted. Where the misunderstandiné comes 1is
simply this -~

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: At what point 1is the
severance tax paid, is what his question is.

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes. A man that doesn't

ship, if he claims he did not ship that pelt and

&8
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it was used right here in the state of Louisiana,
he wouldn't pay a severance tax on it?

MR, O'NEIL: I think if you would take
that to some court 6f law and he hadn't shipped
the pelt, I think the tax is not due until after
it crosses the state line. But they generally
pay --

THE CHAIRMAN: I would like to see that
amended to where a man would pay his scverance
tax when he puts that pelt in his storeroom.

DIRECTOR ANCELLE: Bill, will you check
that real quick? I think that'’s what the law is.

THE CHAIRMAN: I read the lqw that way.
Now, I may be wrong,.

MR. DUPUY: The purpose of the tax is

for taking, for severance,

doggone close and, of course, 1 am not infallible
and my memory is not all that good, but --

MR. HUNTER: Could I add something to
that, Mr. Luttrell, that Ted didn't mention, that
dealers are required to put up a deposit of so

much money ahead of time to cover possible taxes

iy |
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.that-they ove. They pay some in advance already.
A resident dealer pays, Qhat, $500, and a non-
resident pays $1,000, and then the tax is not due
and payable until he ships that.

THE CHAIRMAN: Until he.ships the fur.
That is my point of contention, that thé tax should
be for a man who buys the fur and he does what he

" pleases after that. He can keep it, he can sell
it, it can rot, or do what he pleases, but he still
owes us two cents for that rat and 25 cents for --

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: At the time of pur-
chase, at the time it is severed from the ground,
when it is severed from the péople. That's what
.the law is.

| THE CHAIRMAN: 1Is that what the law is?

MR. HUNTER: Well, Section 257 provides
for the severance tax.

THE CHAIRMAN: Read it to me.

MR. HUNTER: O, K., '"There is levied a
severance tax on all skins or hides taken from any
wild furbearing animals or alligators within the
state, payable to the state, through the Commis-

sion, by the trapper or alligator hunter shipping

BED i
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his own catdh'out of the state or by the dealer,
as follows."

Tﬁen it's got a Section B. "On muskrat,
opossum, skunk, spotted skunk, beaver, ringtailed
cat, bobcat, fox, coyote and raccoon, one cent,"

MR. LIPSCOMB: Let me say one thing, Mr.
Luttrell, which may clear something up. The
reason that he pays a severance tax after, in
other words, when he gets ready to ship, is for
record-keeping purposes. That is when our people
go in and audit.

THE CHAIRMAN: But if he-doesn't ship,
he doesn't have to pay.

MR, LIPSCOMB: Yes, he does. He does
pay. He pays for everything, even though he may -
be shipping out later. He pays for everything thaﬁ
he is holding, at the time that he is audited.

MR. HUNTER: He does pay this deposit
ahead of time to guarantee this tax.

THE CHAIRMAN: I just didn't want some
fellow to be careless with his ;old storage and

have a bunch of furs rot and throw them out in

the back of the woods and say, -"I don't owe you a

ge38 |
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This, of course, pertains to dealers. What happens

penny; because I didn't ship themn, I'didnft sell
them, I didn't do anything." But he does owe us
because he bought those furé with the intentionr of
shipping them, I think. Am I right?

‘MR. DUPUY: Greg, Line 25 of this pro-
posed legislation says the payment is ten days

following the annual audit or the dealer's records

to the average trapper who 1s not a dealer? At
what point in time does he pay severance taxes, or
do you -- |

THE CHAIRMAW: The trapper doesﬂ't pay
any, Marc.

MR. DUPUY: Well, wvhoever sells. You
don't have to Se a dealer in order to sell?

| Mk. O'NEIL: We don't require thé trappe®

to have a dealer's license, but if he has a
trapper's license, he can get a permit from us to
ship out, and he gets a white tag, and when he
packs that fur and takes it to the post office or
to the common carrier, he sends us the tax on his
furs, If he ships ten rats, it's ten cents.

MR. DUPUY: Ted, you are still talkirg

Bo00 ,
ggg% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
P09



29

in terms of shipping. Suppose.Il just simply take

a few pelts and I sell them to you-and it stays
intra-state, within this state of Louisiana. I
have taken the pelts. At what point in time do I
have to pay the tax?

MR. O'NEIL: If you leave your furs with-
in the state, you doﬁ't owe any tax as a trapper,
You can ship with a pink tag and that stays within
the state, B ‘

MR. bUPUY: And I haven't paid any tax,
.severance tax?

. MR. O'NEIL: The trapper doesnl't owe any
tax unless he ships out of state.

MR. LAPEYRE: The point is, the intent
is to collect'severance tax as a result of the act
of taking the animal, not as the result of selling
thé animal in interstate commerce.

MR. LIPSCOMB: It is provided that the
dealer shall pay the severance tax if the trapper
sells to a dealer., That is the law, Tﬂe trapper
only pays severance tax if.he ships his pelts out
of state without going through a dealer. That is

f’ the only time he pays the severance tax,

£
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THE CHAIRMAN: "I see. I understand. Any
other questions, Mr. Dupuy? '

MR. DUPUY: I still think there are many
pelts taken and severed from the land on which no
severance tax is paid because the law doesn't pro-
vide for disposing of or coliection of severance
taxes where it fsn't in commerce.

MR. LAPEYRE: 1Is it an actual fact that
all pelts eventually are sold out-of;state?

MR, LIPSCOMB: Ninety-nine percent would
leave the state by way of a dealer. Probably less
than one percent would be handied any other way.

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes. That's good. Thank

you., - Go right azhead, sir. Do you have anything

else?

(11:00 o'eclock a.m. Mr, Wille

arrived at the meeting.)

THE CHAIRMAN: Good morning, Mr. Wille.
We are very happy to éee you., . © s

'MR. WILLE: I am very happy to be hefe,
too. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Come right in and sit on

my right-hand side.

5288
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"DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Greg, that.compleﬁeS'@
your bills?

MR. LIPéCOMB: Yes, sir,

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: I think the next one
in line, now that we have Mr. Wille here, we prob-
ably -would deal with non-resident hunting liceunse,
and it deals with Section 104. You have that on
top. Would you provide Mr, Wille with a package?

THE CHAIRMAN: 104, 104, Just hold a
minute, I am behind time and I have gotten mine
all messed up. I have got vyou. |

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Mr. Yancey, would you
explain just the purpose of this and what we are
trying to accomplish?

MR, YANCLEY: ©0. XK., Mr, Chairman and
Members of the Commission, this proposal pertains

‘only to the non-resident hunting license fee
schedule that we now operate under. Under the
present law, we charge to residents of other stateg
just what they charge to residents from Louisiana
if they hunt in those states. Now, this basicaily
sounds good because it would pfovide for an equit-

able system of handling non-resident hunting -
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%‘ gggi HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
OO H .



@

32

- distribute to the sellers of our non-resident' hunt-

license fee éystems, but it has been'a real night-
mare to administer, in that we have 49 other stateqd,
all of which have different non-resident hunting
license fee systems. This means that we have to

determine what they charge our people and then we

ing licenses what thése fees are in the other
states, For example, we have to send these out
to all the sheriffs' offices, 64'sheriffg’ offices,
and they in turn have to pass this information on
along to the people that they distribute the non-
resident hunting ‘license tees to. Ever& timé
another states changes a non~residen§ hunting
license fee, then we have to send out a correction
on this to the sheriffs' offices and they in turn
have to dis&ribute this on to the sellers of the
non—-resident hunting license fees. It has created
a nightmarish administrative and auditing problem,
and we have received many, many, many complaints
from residents of Louisiana, from other states and
from the people who are selling our non-resident
hunting license fees.

In order to correct this situatioﬁ, we

Hocd
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would recommend that wé go Sack and charge a flat

rate standard non-resident hunting license fee to

all residents from other states, so that the sell-
ers of our non-resident hunting licenses will know
what to charge people when they come in to hunt in
Louisiana.

Now, this proposal would in no way affect
the flexibility the Commission now has to adopt
reciprocal agreements with other states to recog-
nize hunting or fishing licenses. For example, we
have an agreement with Texas on Toledo Bend., We |
have an agreement with Mississippi to recognize
hunting licenses on state—-line lakes up and down
the Mississippi River. |

We would piOpose thaf we recommend to the
legislature that we develop a flat rate for non-
residents hunting in Louisiana. Basically, in
analyzing what the other states charge, we would
recommend that we charge non-residents who want to
hunt in Louisiana $25 for an annual basic non-
resident hunting license fee. There are 32 states
that charge $25 or less for this annual basic hunt-

license fee. Mississippi and Arkansas charge $25.

-3
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‘We would suggest that we go to three for this.

the benefit of the rest of the Board that is here

Texés charges $37.50. We would also suggest that
the trip license remain at $10. Arkansas charges
ten, Mississippi ten and there are 44 states that
charge $10 for the trip license.

THE CHAIRMAN: Dick, now how many days
would a trip license require, five or three?

MR;-YANCEY: Presently it allows five.

THE CHAIRMAN: I know many of the states
allow three. |

MR. YANCEY: Ve would suggest that we go
to three days for the trip license.

MR. WILLE: Dick, there is one thing,
and I know you didn't overlook it because we were

discussing it the other day. You might mention for

that the average is twenty-six. We are actually
a dollaf below the average. Am I right? Actually,
we are beling as fair as we can, is what I am trying
to say.

MR, QANCEY: Right. We want to Be fair
and equitable in this thing and not make it pro-

hibitive for a mon-resident to enjoy hunting in
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~you charge the regular reciprocal agreement, even

Louisiana, while at the same time we want to chargd
about what the avéragé is that the other states
charge.

MR. WILLE: The administrative cost is
going to be monstrous on this thing if we continue
to do it under a recinrocal type thing.

MR. YANCEY: That's right. This measure
would cut out a tremendous amount of paper work
and red tape, complaints and micuqderstandings,
and everybody would know what the license fee
structure 1is fér non~residents to hunt in Louisi- -
ana. Under the present system, our own ﬁeople
can't eveh determiﬁe what we should charge cextain
reslidents from other states.

THE CHAIRMAN: I know a state that charge

$75 and they allow you one white-tailed .deer, and

if 1t was $75, you allow them six deer.

MR. YANCEY: The reciprocal agreement
arrangement is one oé those concepts that sounds
good but in this particular instance it is not

working,.

MR, WILLE: The reciprocal will remain,

Bo8g .
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will it not, as a safeguard?

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: The authority remains.

MR. YANCEY: The authority will remain.
If you want to enter into a reciprodal agreement
with a single other state, thenm you can do it.

MR. WILLE: 1In other words, we woun't be
bound if we make an égreement with Mississippi or
one of our neighboring states, is what I am think-
ing about, which is good.

MR. YANCEY: We will continue to have
this authority.

MR. DUFPUY: rYou are speaking about $25
plus $20 for a non~resident taking deer on a trip
more than three days in duration.

MR, YANCEY: The $25 license would be
the basic license for the hunting of small game.
The big game license, we were thinking in terms of
about a $20 fee for hunting big game, the reason
being that in Arkansas and many of the.other statesg,
you pay so much for eéch animal that you take, $§5
or $10, and here aga{n we can see administrative
problems with that, We would rather just average

out a flat rate on a big-game non-resident hunting
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license of about $QO so that everyone who sells our
license will understand what they are supposed to
collect,

THE CHAIRMAN: Dick, when you say ''big
game," thisvwould include deer, turkey and Eéar -

MR. YANCEY: Deer, turkey and bear.

THE CHAIRMAN: -- deer, turkey and bear,
because there perhaps will be a bear season.

MR. YANCEY: Yes.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Dick.

MR. YANCEY: And, of course, we havé
under .the present bag limits six deef, two turkeys.
This is a very reasonable price for the big game
license,

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Do you want toc go
right into the other one, in Section 124, dealing
with the turkey, prohibition on baiting and taking?

MR. YANCEY: Well, we would propose in-
connection with that, while we are on that subject,
that we ask the legislature to put in the statutes
prohibitions against the taking of turkey over bait
or with eleétronic calls or with dogs. Presently

we are handling this situation by means of Commissi

6080,
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regulations. However, there has been a Supreme = -
Court decision that says that the Commission does
have the authority to adopt such regulations, but
apparently we know we can't assess penalties for
these violations of these Commission regulations.
Sinceiéhese are not regulations that wouid change
from year to year, wé would recommend that we ctry
to get fhe legislature to put these into the
statutes. We would not see anything controversial
with this, and certainly it would be desirable if
these p;ohibitions be put in the statutes and then
the courts would"récognize and assess the proper -
penalties for violation of those types of regula-
tions,

THE CHAIRMAN: Dick, I haQe only one
complaint, that this legislation is a little late.
We ought to have had it before,

MR. YANCEY: Well, that's true, but
better late than never,

THE CHAIRMAN: I just meént that to be
facetious, but i am sure if it had become neces-
sary, it would have been in thefe before now, but

there was no reason, and I am in complete agreement
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with it.

MR. YANCEY: Well, where you have to
change annually with your Commission fegulations,
for example, on season dates or bag limits or some-
thing like this, this can certainly continue to be
best handled by the Commission, but where you have
a fixed prohibition iike this that will probably
continue indefinitely, then the courts recognize
these situations better if they are in the statﬁtes
than they do if they are Commission regulations,.

MR, WILLE: DPick, I am not trying tc get
away from what you were discussing there, but going
back to that non-resident license, did I undgrstanc
you to say it would be $25 plus $20?

MR. YANCEY: $25 for the basic small
game hunting license plus $20 for the big game
hunting license. It would be a total of $45 if
you were hunting deer or turkey. If you were hunt-
ing quail or squirrel or what-have-you, then you
would pay only the $25 license,

MR, WILLE: I thought, and maybe I am out
of line saying this, but I thought that we had dis-

cussed, and I am sure you all did some discussing

s
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charge our residents, which would be --

after I left, but I thought the discussion was

that we were going to charge $25 plus whatever we

- MR. YANCEY: Five dollars. We are chargt
ing our residents §5 for the big gaﬁe.

MR, WILLE: I thought we were going to
charge the non—residént £€25 for just a non-residen#
license, and then a $§5 fee for --

MR, YANCEY: Prior to the enactment of
this reciprocal license legislation we charged
non-residents the same price for the big game
license that we charged the residents, .which was
$2, and the reason we did this was because we had
a very complex bilg game license that had a bunch
of tags on it and it $35,000 or $40,000 a year to
print., Now, 6f course, we have a very simple big
game license that costs only about $4,000 a year
to print, and we can easily print up anothexr batch
of these with a different price for non—résidents.

It would have been complicated before
but now it would not be., In view of the fact that
the other states charge, you Rnow, substantially

more for big game hunting than they do for small
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gamé hunting, this would simply put us in line with
what the other states are doing. That was the
reason for the proposal that we éo up.

MR, WILLE: We might end up coming out
of the legislature with a $10 fee.

ﬁR. YANCEY: VWell, we might, but we need
to get something in ﬁhere, though, and certainly
it is justified. -‘

| MR, WILLE} It might end up, maybe we
will get $15,.

MR. YANCEY: We need to get the bill in
and whatever changes they make in it, but basicallj
what we are trying to get to is a standard flat
rate non-residént hunting license that everybody
can understand and live with. What these fees
will finally be will be, of course, set by thé
legislature.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Thank you, Mr. Yancey.

Section 323, dealing with bait seilnes,
length of. Kenneth, Harry, which one is going to
take that? Harry will, Under 323, dealing with
the area Qhere bait seines are allowed. Do you

want to skip that one for a miaute?

883{ HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans

04



@

42

MR. HARRY SCHAFER: Enforcement put this; *
one in, I am not familiar with {it,.

THE CHAIRMAN: 1s this your bill, Mike?

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: No, I don't think it
was an enforcemenﬁ-bill. That deals with --

MR, SCHAFER: What the change 1s, Burt,
they are removing salt water from seines measuring
"less than -- it used to be salt water seines measur-
ing less than 100 feet in length, when used only
south of a boundary, and they are leaving salt
water out.

THE CHATRMAN: Now, hit me with that
again. That is on Line 17, Line 18?

MR. SCHAFER: Right, Line 18.

THE CEHAIRMAN: . . . seines measuring
less than 100 feet in length when used only south
of the boundary line as described in R, S, 56:
322A." Most people don't have R. S. 56 to—see "
where that boundary. line is. 1Is it in our regula-
tions, our hunting regulations?

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: I’believe what they
are trying to resolve, Mr., Clay, 1is that under

Schedule 16, salt water fish or shrimp seine, therg¢
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~is a fee of $10 for a fish seine 100 feet to 500
feet., What they are sayiﬁg is that someone using
a seine less than 100 feet would not pay any fee
whatsoever. What they are trying to do is some
corrective legislation here where a person would
be allowed to take minnows and shrimp for purposes
of bait with up to 30 feet of seine in length. Is
that what I am following here?

MR. SCHAFER: I think what they are try-
ing to do is letting them use a bait seine but
still have the commercial fishermen buy their net
license from zero feet on up to 100 which is not
covered right now under the present law.

THE CHAIRMAN: Now, this only covers
people below a certain place. Now, those all north
of there -- south of there, it covers those peoplej
north of_there, it doesn't affect those people.

MR. SCHAFER: They are already covered,
right. They are covered in other legislation.

MR. HUNTER: Presently we allow anyoﬁe
with a 30-foot bait seine anywhere in the state to
take bait, Now, in salt water, we previously

allowed a person to use a seine under 100 feet for

Beas
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bait purposes in salt water, and in the last legis+
lature we established this east-west boundary for
the difference between salt water net and fresh
watér nets. So, the old one says salt water nets
under 100 feet and we have been having a problem
with this because it is hard to determine vhere
it is salt and where it is fresh, so instead of
saying salt water nets, it says that they can use
a bait seine under 100 feet below this line. That
is all it is saying. Just for clarification.

MR. SCHAFER: This black line running
aione here. |

MR. DUPUY: There is only one problem,
the clarification for the average person who reads
the lgw 1s not going to know where the line is
and whether he is or ié not violating the statute.

THE CHAIRMAN: That is my question and
I ésked would it be in our set of regulations,
this set right here (indicating). Now, if it is
spelled out in here, then the maﬁ has no excuse.
If it is not spelled out in here, then we had
better spell it out in the law.

MR. SCHATFER: We can see that it is in

889
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the next year's section,
‘ THE CHAIRMAN: You may amend this. ‘It
would be simple, wouldn't it?

MR, HUNTER: It is a long description,
though,

MR. WILLE: Why a description, why not
just draw it on the ﬁap that most people under-
stand, anyway. Put a little map in there like
you have got for your deer and turkey.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Robert, do you want
to explain it a 1little bit further because I know
we have some commercial fishermen here that deal
with this and I am sure they would probably like
to know a little bit more what they are getting
into here.

MR. HUNTER: This particular thing is
only to say where a'person can use a bailt seine
and not pay a license. That is all it is for.

We had a problem. The old law just said salt

wafer bait seines. Now this says you can use this
seine below this line but you cannot use this seing
above the line for taking bait for your own personé

use for fishing.
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DIRECTOR ANGELLE: But there 1s a pro-
vision in another law that allows them to take
bait north of the line, is that correct?

ﬁR. HUNTER:- Thirty-foot seine, that 1is
all it is.

MR. KENNETH SMITH: For clarification,
the salt and fresh water is not an established
line. Thgfe is nothing that says this is salty.
"It may be salty one day and fresh the next, But
this line has been definitely established.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: This deals with size
webbing and not with the saiinity of the water.

MR. SMITH: That's right, and with the
line where you can fish above the line. |

MR, WILLE: All right, let me ask you
this. Are éhere any commercial fishermen here
who would want to speak on this? . ‘ .

THE CHAIRMAN: No, no, no. I have
already announced that we will not have outside

input today. Sorry. You were not here. Get

your questions in, if you have any, and we will be

very happy to have you at the next meeting. I

have to finish this thing by twelve,

]
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MR. WILLE: Sorry about th#t, Mr. Clay.

THE CHAIRMAN: Okey-doke. Go right
ahead, sir. |

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: O. K. Under Section
337, providing for a salt water gill net license
fee. Go ahead, Harry, you explain that one.

MR. SCHAFER: In the present law the
.commercial gill net salt water license was omitted
in typing up the act. Our preseﬁt law does not
have provisions for a 1icense for the salt waterxr
gill net and this proposed act would provide for
a license for a salt water gill net.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: O. K., I think in
further explaining this, under the present law,
the commercial fisherman buys a_commerciél license
but actuall& what he is buying is a seine and
trammel net commercial license which applies to
gill netting. What we are doing here, as I appre-
ciate it, is to further clarify that they would
not be buying any additional licenses. It is just
that gill netting would be included in the license
that they buy. Is that correct, Harry?

MR. SCHAFER: Thag is correct.

Tl )
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DIRECTOR ANGELLE: How about if a bill
goes through that prohibits gill netting in the
state of Louisiana? What are we going to do with
it?

MR. SCHAFER: Well, that would supersede
the laws that are on the books and therefore there
would be no license.

THE CHAIRMAN: A legislative act super-
sedes a Commission action,

DIRECTOR ANGCELLE: DMNow, these are not
Commission éctions. These are all going to go to
the legislature for thely consideration?

MR. SCHAFER: You are absolutely correct

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: And you are not changt
ing the fee or the 1éngth cf the webbing or any-
thing else in the bill?

MR. SCHAFEk: That is correct. It will
be the same, What we are doing is just- including-
gill net under the list of licenses that are already
there.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: O. K. Under the pre-
sent law, is gill netting tagged? Do they get a

l1ittle metal tag?

B ] '
bggg HELEN K. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
@289 .

3
S



[ J

@

49

MR. SCHAFER: They get little metal tags
now. Usually they will give them a seine tag or
traﬁmel net tag and they will put that on the gill
net.,

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: And we are providing
for tégging also of the gill netting along with
this new license in fhis bill?

MR. SCHAFER: Right; right.

THE CHAIRMAN: In other words, gill nets
must be tagged.

MR. SCHAFER: All commercial gear must be
tagged,

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: O, K., the next one
deals with Section 322. Go ahead, Harry. |

MR. SCHAFER: 1In the passage of 1974 in
establishing this salt water-fresh water netting
line, we inadvertently, by our mistake,.left out
Calcasieu Lake and Sabine Lake. Both of these are’
salt water, do have salt water populations in
there, and should be eétablished as being south of
this line, so whét this proposed legislation would
do is move the line to inclﬁde Calcasieu and to

include Sabine Lake, the Louisiana side of Sabine

geﬁq
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Lake.

MR. DUPUY: Does Section 322, subsection
A, as you have it here proposed, does this contain
the full and cémplete descfiption of the line from
one end to the other?

MR. SCHAFER: Yes, it does. What we are
doing 1is acéepting Calcasieu and Sabine. Lake
Pontchartrain is already accepted under the present
law, _ : . )

THE CHAIRMAN: Harry, will you point
that out to me by line? What line is it on? No,
no, in here. |

MR. SCHAFER: Page 2, Line 2, where it
says '""except".

THE CHAIRMAN: It starts with Line 2.

MR. DUPUY: Excuse me, but where you
aré speaking of, for instance, Louiéiana Highway
82 and then Intracoastal Waterway, then Intra-
coastal Water and Bayou Barataria and so forth,
is there somewhere in here that you refer to the
éenter line of these particular water bottoms
or the north side or the south side or the rights

of way or what?

Eéﬁ“
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MR. SCHAFER: No, I don't think we do,
Mare. I don't think it is that fine. We could go
to the north and give them the benefit of the
doubt, |

- MR. DUPUY: Well, it may be technical,
'but'if you are on the north side or the north side
of the center line of a water body, you may be
violating it and maybe not Be on the south side of
the same water body;

MR. SCHAFER: No, we do not have it
established in the bill..

MR. DUPUY: What you are actually doing
is excluding those water bottoms that you name
from the provisions of the act, and perhaps you
shouldn't do that. For instance, you have got the
Mississippli River as part of the boundary line.
There may or may not be any fishing in the Missis-
sippi River but it would be poésibre to be in vio-
lation of the description here, what you are trying
to say, by being on one side of the river rather
than on the other side of the river. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Where it uses the Missis-

sippi River, as I understand 1it, Marc, it includes

ILTEL :
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the entire Mississippi River, and if you were in
the water of the Mississippi River, whether it was
the north side or the south side, you would still
be legai. Am I right there? Was that your
intention? .

MR; SCHAFER: I didn't follow you.

THE CHAIRMAN: . I simply said this. Wheréd
you use the Mississippli River or any other streanm,
your intentiogs were that 1if they were in the
water boundaries of that river, whether it was the
north gide or the south side; they are legal, juét
so they weré in that stream, either side. Was
that the intention?

MR. SCHAFER: I'think the intentiocns in
‘using either the higﬁway or the Intracoastal Canal
wouiq be the north border or the north shore as it
runs east énd'west there.

MR. DUPUY: We should say that then.

You should be specific as to what side of each one
of these water bodies you are dealing with.

MR. HUNTER: There is no reél problem

for enforcement, either enforcement or fishing,

one way or the other. You can use both nets in

9dee
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~want to go. As you know, we have had some dif-

this particular water.

THE CHAIRMAN: 1If they are in the'water~
way. |

‘MR. HUNTER: In the waterway proper. The
way it is written now, I assume that both measures
would be legal. If you want to use the north
boundary or the south Boundary or what, |

MR. LAPEYRE: Why don't you use the
noxrth Soundary? The north boundary would simplify
enforcement, it secems to mé. North shore, right.

THE CHAIRMAN: O, K., Harry.

MR. SCHAFER: 0. K., then.the>1ast one
is --

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Which one are we
talking about?
| MR. SCHAFER: We don't have one on this
one, 3urt. This is the one that we need some

guidance from the Commission-on which way they- -

ficulties, particularly in Terrebonne and Lafourchg
Parishes, with the gill net, and we have three
alternatives that possibly you can consider and

give us some guidance.
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DIRECTOﬁ ANGELLE: Harry, excuse me.
Let's get to this maybe about ten minutes from.
now., We have got scme other stuff we would 1like
to get rid of and this 1s going to be the cpntro-
versial part.

MR. SCHAFER: Sure, all right,

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: <O. K., we are dealing
now with Section 6, which dealé with powers and |
duties of the Commission and further delegating
that authority to sheriffs' officés in selling
licenses,. |

A couple of years ago it was brbught to
my attention that the Commission or the shériff
did not have any acuthority to further &elegate the
issuance or the selling of licenses thfoughout the
state of Louisiana. Through executive order I was
able to allow this to continue, and the executive
order also told us- to-apply some legislation.,

This is it today, which provides that the Commis-
sion, for the distribution of sport fishing and
hunting and trapping licenses, authorizes and
designates other people to be able to sell it for

them, also delegates that authority to the sheriffs}

44
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th:oughout the state of Louisiana except Orleans
Parish, to be able to allow the sale of licenses
throughout the staté of Louisiana as we are pre-
sently operating. What we are doing is legglizing
something that was illegal to start with,

MR. DUPUY: Can you designate the sher-
iff's office as a special licensing agent?

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: That is correct.

MR. DUPUY: You are not necessarily
designating the sheriff himself?

' DIRECTOR ANGELLE: The authority or the

ex officio tax collector for each parish,

MR, WILLE: He can go to a sporting goods
store, Marc,

MR. DUPUY: Yes, 1 know, but technically
Lines 24 and 25, 25 gives you the opportunity of

designating individuals, assoclations, corporationg

or partnerships; none of which-includesganagenecy |

like the sheriff's office.

DIRECTCR ANGELLE: That is correct, but
we have run into problems where some of the sher-
iffs are not too happy about handling these

licenses, so at least it gives the Commission the

32
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authority té furtﬁer authorize others to sell our
license .and not at that time have to pay the 15
and 18“and.19 and. 20 percent commission from the
selliﬁg of the license.

MR, HUNTER: I think you would agree
with that. |

MR. DUPUY: I am simply raising the
question of whether you have covered the man that
you want to cover, by words in here.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: It was the intention

that it be covered. Are you talking about on

Page 31, that it be the office of the tax collectot

ex officio tax collector, per se?

MR. DUPUY: I was referring to Line 24

" but 31 I presume would cover the sheriff himself.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Line 24 gives us
additional authority. 0.K.?

MR. -DUPUY: Of--an- individual,-. - .

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, it might _be a
sporting goods -~

MR. LAPEYRE: 1Is 1t not necessary to
say the office because the sheriff himself may

delegate a person?

!
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DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Yes, that could be
some corrective iegisiation.. Make a note of that,
Roger. Maybe the office of the ex officio tax
collector.

MR. DUPUY: Th; ex officio tax collector
or his designee.

MR. HUNTER: The sheriff has the right
now to sell these licenses. He 1is our agent now.
This 1s only giving him the authority, delegating
the authority to the sheriff for him to select
licensing agents around his area. He has already.
got this authovity under other statutes to sell
them himself. I think that is the questiomn you
have. |

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: No, I don't think that
is the question.

MR. LAPEYRE: Gives his representative
the right to- do it.

THE CHAIRMAN: It gives him the right.to
select a representative. 1Is that correct?

MR, HUNTER: His representative would
fall into one of these categories. He would be an

individual, association, corporation or partmnership

geec N
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‘deals with the conflict with the new Constitution.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: ". . . and shall be
hereby authorized to delegate this authority to
the ex officio tax collector or his designee for
each parish."

MR. HUNTER: O©O. K., we can put that in.

DIRECTOR ANCELLE: The other one deals
with the recreation of the conservation fund. Thaé
is very non~-controversial in this room. (Laughter)

I have discussed this with Wailace
Henderson, who is here from the Legislative Coun-
cil, and also an aide to Representative Morris
Lottinger, chairman of the House Natural Rescurces
Committee, and Mr., Bill Kelly, who is also here
representing the Senate side of the Natural
Resources Committee. They have been of much
assistance to this Commission, to the staff, in
getting this ready.

I wouidw&&kwQ&Ll&cewtonexplainmexactlyy~;~
what he had in mind when he prepared this particu-
lar bill as it &eals with the recreation, reenact-

ment, reauthorizing of the conservation fund as it

I am sure there will be some questions, especially

BGE
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from the Commission members, and maybe even from
the press.

Wallace, would you be so kind as to pro-
vide this information, |

MR. WALLACE HENDERSON: What this essen-
tially does 1s recreate the Conservation Fund con-
stitutionally within the Treasury of the state.
It does 1t by provisioﬁs of Article 7, Section 9,
which requires all money of a state'agency or com-
mission to be paid into the Treasury, credifcd to the}
bond security and redemption fund, and then, after
all full faith and credit obligations of the state
have been covered, the Treasury is authorized,
except as otherwise provided by law, to pay all
remaining money ‘in the bond security fund into the
state generél fund.

What this does is provide an exception
by law to paying~moneyw%wtom@hew@tatngeneraimfunﬂy
being that money that the Commission has paid into
the state Treasury, it will be set aside in a
Conservation Fund within the Treasury, for the use
of the Commission. |

In Section 10 of Title 56 it picks up
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again with all the reservations that -the Commission
has presently on the Conservation Fund, that no
part of it shall e§en go into the state general
fﬁnd, that the surpluses will be continued, and
what-have-you,

MR. LAPEYRE: Would this constitute a
Coﬁstitutio;al amendment? |

ﬂk. HENDERSON: No, not at all.

MR. LAPEYRE: This is done under the
Constitution, under some provision?

MR. HENDERSON: This is done according -
to the "except as otherwise provided by law'" pro-
vision of that section of the Constitution,

THE CHAIRMAN: This will be a legislativdg
act‘then?

MR. HENDERSON: Right. This is an amend-
ment to Section 10 of Title 56. }

THE CHATLRMAN-- - T have-a little-something
that I just happened to bring down that.I wrote
down while I was riding in the plane yesterday.

I contend this, that the collection of funds from

license fees are not really tax dollars because

it doesn't apply to everyone.

D0,
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' MR; HENDERSON: It says "all money
received by the state or any state agency or com-
mission." . It doesn't matter where you get it or
what it is called.

THE CHAIRMAN: I knqw that, but under
certaiﬁ other agencies, especially some of our
colleges, they are allowing them to keep monies
that they raise from football games and so forth
and so on. There was an exception made there and
I believe that cur funds have the came status.

MR, HENDERSON: Well, the colleges came
came back in this first special session of '75 and
amended themselves out. They declared themselves
not to be -~

THE CHAIRMAN: We need to amend it out,

MR. HENDERSON: Well, I don't think that
is consfitutional, I really don't, for}them to
come back and-say theyare-mot -astateragency-any- |
more. ‘

THE CHAIRMAN: I rum into so many people
who say "our tax dollars". Well, even seVeranc;
money that comes from oil lands that-have been-

acquired by the Wild Life and Fisheries Commission

gW@
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is not a tax-dollar. It is severance money but it
is not a tax dollar. It just is not a tax dollar
as such. It 1is not levied on everybody in the
state of Louisiana, and those tax dollars are
dollars that are levied on everybody in the state
of Louisiana,.

MR. WILLE: Weli, this exactly provides
that our money be rededicated to the Conservation
Fand, |

MR. HENDERSON: It is not rededicated.
It is paid into the Conservation Fund, the same
amount that you paid intoc the Treasﬁry prior to
shifting all remaining funds to the general fund.

MR, WILLE: 1In other words, we are going
to get all our money bhack. A |

MR. HENDERSON: Right. You go, you comply
with thé constituticnal provisions, but before it
goes to the general fund. That's correct.

MR. WILLE: What we really want to do
now, under these conditions, if we push this bill
through are we going to be protected until maybe
a new governor gets in there or someone gets in

there that doesn't give a damn about Wild Life and

20

l.
23%' HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new orleans
(]



63

Fisheries and proposes legislation and changes the
bill and takes it back.

MR. HENDERSON: Well, of course, the
legislature can always change a legislative act.

MR. WILLE: I may be looking too far dowr
the road, I know, but I think afper we get this
act through the legislature we ought to look at a
constitutional amendment,

'DIRECTOR ANGELLE: That would be in con-
flict of the bonstitution. There 1s a prohibition
in the Constitution for dedication of these funds.

THE.CHAIRMAN: I believe he 1is correét.

MR. WILLE: After we get this act through
Burf, looking down the road, you don't think we
should try for a constitutional amendment?

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: I don't say that we

should not try but I think it would probably be

ruled that it would be unconstitutiomalto providel|

a constitutional amendment to amend the Constitu-
tion,

THE CHAIRMAN: That is fhe reason for
the new Constitution, to cut down all these amend-

ments,

)
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DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Don, I am sure, is
awaré that‘this Conservation fund, as 1t wés con-
stituted prior to January 1, was by statutory
authority and not by constitutional authority. 1In
other words, what we are doing here today, or hope
the legislature will go along with us, is recon-
stituting a statutory authority.

MR, WILLE: What we are doing is protect-
ing ourselves until we get another governor that
doesn't hunt or fish!

DIRECTOR AﬁGELLE: Well, I don't’know wha
other way you could do it. S -

MR. WILLE: Well, I am'just thinking
about looking down the road, Burt.

THE CHAIRMAN: This is good and I really
appreciate what you fellows are tryiﬂg to do there,

MR. WILLE: I want to see this thing go
through a little more definitely.

THE CHAIRMAN: We ought to squeeze for
enough funds to provide for these people.

MR, WILLE: But I think it is dedicated
money. I still swear it is dedicated money and

the hunters feel it is dedicated money.

5308
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§‘. . THE CHAIRMAN: Let me explain one thing.}|
Excuse me. My contentions on this tax dollar.
question were the fact that under certain acts,
like the Rockefeller Fund and those, the new Con-
stitution doesn't really touch us, and it just
might be that since these are not truly tax dollarg
that we could slip them in the same way.

MR. HENDERSON: Well, your Rockefeller
and Marsh Island money don't go under this.

THE CHAIRMAN: Correct, and these are

not really truly tax dollars.

¥

.. o PIRECTCR ANGELLE: But th§y are not talk;
ing - about only tax dollars in the Constitution,
either. All monies.

THE CHAIRMAN: All monies, I know. VI
was just looking for an out. You can't blame me
for that. You don't blame anybody for trying; you
blame him for succeeding! {(Laughter) - -

MR. YANCEY: Mr. Chairman, I would like
to ask Wallace one question. I think it is on the 
minds of several people here in the room. Wallace}
under the wording of this proposed bill and taking

into censideration other ekisting statutes, we

G .
Egogl HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
)

&



66

know thatxeach year we will be approp;iatéd X
number of dollars by the legislature to’bperate
the deparﬁ@ént on. All right, let's say that we
spend less thaﬁ this amount, less than we are
appropriated, what willi happen to the unspeﬁt
appropriated money at the end of that fiscal year?
| MR. HENDERSON: Well, like I said, this
bill plugs into Subsection B of Section 10. Now,
the rest of Section 10 provides, Subsection B pre-
sently reads, "All funds collected by the Commissioj
as herein provided shall be paid into the state
Treasury to the credit of a Conservation Fund."

All right. Subsection C says, "The Com-
mission shall keep a set of books,”" et cetera,
Subsection D says, "Any surplus funds remaining to
thg credit of the fund on July 1 of eacﬁ year, com-—
mencing with the fiscal yearA'73—74, after all
appropriations of the preceding fiscal year have
‘been paid, shall remain to the credit of the Con-
servation Fund for expenditure from year to year
| solely by‘the Wild Life and Fisheries Commission,

in accordance with appropriation made by the legis-

lature, and shall never revert to the state general

(-1
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fund;"

‘MR. YANCEY: O, K, So, any unspent
appropriated Conservation Fund money then would go
back to this Conservation Fund,

MR. HENDERSON: Would remain in tﬁe Con-
servation Fund.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Let me dwell on this
just a littlé bit further, Waliaée, and I think I .
know what you are going to answer me, but I just
want, you know, to put it on the record. Thié
~year we are presentiy in, ending June 30, we will
have some surpluses. I mean they are not going to
be great surpluses but, you know, you will have
$100,000 here and $75,000 there, because there are
some of these projects we have been unable to put
under contract. Do you feel that we are protected

at this time, that these monies will remain in the

recreated?

=t

MR. HENDERSON: I think so.
THE CHAIRMAN: I want to ask a question,
I picked this up yesterday and I may have been

wrong, that perhaps the new Constitution will not

Conservation-Fund,. . if. there. is..a..Conservation. Fund. . . .
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go into effect until possibly '76.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: No, it is in effect
from January first.

MR. HENDERSON: It is in effect as of
January 1, 1975.

DIRECTCR ANGELLE: You are talking aboﬁt
consolidation, Mr.‘Chairman.

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, that's right; I am
talking about ;onsolidation of departments. Yes.
Thank you, |

MR. DUPUY: Wallace, one question, please|,
‘sir. It is entirely possible that all of the
monies collected. by the Cqmmiésion may be diverted
to the Bond Security and Redemption ?und i1f it 1is
‘all necessary to pay the obligations secured by
full faith and credit, so that there may not be

any surplus over and above that.

MR. HEWDERSON:- Well, that's- true; -but. —-f. ..

MR. bUPUY: We are just trying to salvage
what we can, |

MR. HENDERSON: But we have discussed
that and if that ever happens, you don't have to

worry much about it because the state is going

b3
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dan the drain, anyway, 1if all they have got to pay
their full faith and credit is the money from Wild
Life and Fisheries,

MR. DUPUY: You are accomplishing here
the protection of what monies may still be évail—
able and not used for purposes of fuli faith and
credit obligations?

MR, HENDERSON: Right. All we are doing
is isolating the money that the Commission pays

into the Treasury. You are just isolatiﬁg it again

-

once you have complied with the Constitution, that
is, credit to the Bond Security and Redemption Fundj}
that 1s fine., All money is goiﬁg to be credited to
the Bond Security and Redeﬁption Fuﬁd, but all mone}y
left over after the full faith and credit obliga-~
tions areﬁpéid under the Constitution goes to the
General Fund except as otherwise provided by law,
and this is an. “except as otherwise provided by
law". And that is strictly in accordance with the
Constitution.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: I don't hear any
objectfons from this room?

IN UNISON: No, no. L

34 }
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% MR. LAPEYRE: Just one question, What
would be recredited to the Conservation Fund would
be a proportion of the amount that was forwarded to
the Treasury?

MR. HENDERSON: No, the s ame améunt
that you pay into the Treasury will be credited to
the.Conservation Fund.

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, that's about the way
it 1is handled now, isn't it?

MR, HENDERSON: Yes, exactly, except that
you can't do it under the Constitution.
¢ DIRECTOR ANGELLE: 0. K. The other major
piece of legislation that we have for your consid-
eration deals with tracing of the federal law that
deals with motor boat registration. Mr. Hurley
Campbell, Eiecﬁtive Assistant, has been working on

this for about two years. We weren't successful

I think we have got problems again this year but
we have to make a run for it.

Hurley, would you briefly‘inform the
Board of some c¢f the provisions at least, dealing

w" with the mandafe of the federal boating law that

Baa0 :
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,state, we dfopped these figures this year to $5 for|

deals with the Coast Guard and the possibility of
the Coast Guard taking over'the reglstering of our
motorboat section, registering section.

MR. HURLEY CAMPBELL: I think I will just
run down what we did last year, Burt. This is the
same bill we put.iﬁ last year on this matter., It
complies fully with the federal act of '71., It is
a copy of the Model State Boating Act, which more
or less puts all the states in the Union in just
about the same situation under law, -

This year we have changed it just a
little. The registration fees, when'we last put
it in, for Class A boats we had $5; Class 1, $10;
Class 2, $20; and Class 3, $40. Even though there

are less than 200 boats in Class 2 and 3 in the

Class A; Class 1, $7.50; and Class 2 and 3, $10.
We also dropped ‘the renmewalsvof—-Class—-A -
to $3; Class 1 to $5; Ciass 2 and 3 to $7.50.
Now we are already in violation of the
federal act of '71 because we had to have a bill
by August 11 of last year to be in compliance.

Very unofficially and behind the scenes, the Coast

o0
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Guard doesn't want it, doesn't want to enforce the‘
laws in the state, and so they have just more or
less huang back for a year, hoping that we can get
it through this time. I know thege has been a
telegram from the new Commandant of the Coaét'Guard
to the Governor, requesting that somefhing be done
on this,

’ I don't know what‘we are going t§ do. .
Some of the arguments last year were not brought
up in committee but they were brought up on the
floor where you can't refute them, can't talk back
to these people. One man particularly was on the
committee and didn't ask these questions in com-
mittee, so I don't know héw we are going to come
out on 1it,

I will be glad to try to answer any ques-
tioné you may have about it, Marc?

MR, DUPRUY: Lines 12 through 16 of Page 6|
are the oqu changes, is that in essence what you
are saying? i

MR, CAMPBELL: Marc, the only changes in

it at all from our previous act are In registration|

We have added a decal to add to the numbers now for
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enforcement purposes, a brightly colored decal that
would be issued every two years and be put on each
side of the boat. nis will enable our enforcement
people to just look at a boat and tell whether he
is registered or not, Right now there is séme 40
percent of the boats that don't re-register, and
unless éomé agent actually stops one of these

boats and looks at his card -- and it is patently
impossible to stop 275,000 boats in the‘state;
there is no way our enforcemen; people can do this
in a year -- so right now AOvpercent of the people
aren't re-registering boats, When.we run into it,
we do something about it, "With decals, we caé just]
look. 1If it is blue this year, then we know if it
is a green decal, this guy hasn't registered
currently.

MR. DUPUY: What will be the cost of fur-
nishing the..decal?. Will_ we. furnish the decals to
the registrants?

MR. CAMPBELL: We will furnish them orig-
inally, and if he AOesn't put them on properly,
damages them, knocks them off, there would be a

small charge to replace them. I don't know what

:
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the charge would be now. Last year it was rela-
tively inexéensive for two-year decals and about
five times as expensive for a three-year decal,
but with inflation -- and I haven't checked back
with the decal man this early.before we 2o fo the
legislature to see how much inflation has run them
ﬁp ~- but 1if I remember right, Burt, wasn't 1t
about $15 or $20 a thousand last year?

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: .Right. I rthink we
need to get that information. |

MR, CAMPRELL: We can get it. YT will

.call him back. He has been awful kind to us in

furnishing this stuff and then we would bid on it,
SO0 we can just use generafities, because I would
hate to jeopardize his potential bid.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: I Qould l1ike to add
to this also that tﬁe legislature did not refuse
adoption.of this bill _because of the fees that
were Involved. There were some overtones made
about it and some amendment adopted, but these

amendments were later removed and a higher fee was

| placed in. In other words, the legislature was

not balking at the fees. They were balking at the

a |
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possibility -- not a possibility -- the pro?isions‘
of this federal law as it deals with every motor-
ized boat would need to have a starboard white
light and a fire extinguisher and all the provision
of this federal bill, and they took the position
that, by God, 1f the federal government wants our
peoéle to do this, that if they have a two and a
half horsepower pirogue that they wané to go do a
little duck hunting in, they have got to carry a
fire extinguisher and a bilge pump and 2 starhcard
white light and all this other stuff that goes with
it, then they took the position, "Well, we are not
going to put this on the people in the state of
Louisiana. Let the Coast Guard d6 it. Let them

do it." It became an emotional typé of deal on

the House floor and there was nobody there -- well,

we were there; we were listening; that 1is all we

could do, we couldn't say anythingi  Soy Lt-went - [

by the wayside because of this,
If you have got any friends, if you have

got anybody that you can talk to along those lines,

they are not basically against this. They are just|

basically against the provisions of a federal law

s
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that is mandated upon the people that. they have
absolutely nothing to do with,

THE CHAIRMAN: That 1is absolutely correct
I had three legislators say, '"To heck with that,.
Let the Coast Guard see if they can enforce.it."

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: The problem with the
Coast Guard in enforcing this, ﬁhe violation does
not end up in a district attorney's, in his dis-
trict court, in a local judge's court. It ends up
in federal court and your fines meted out are a
hell of a lot higher than those of a local nature,
I think maybe the outdoor writers should get this
whole infor&ation and put us a good plug-because
it has to be done, It is going to be doune by the
Coast Guard or 1t is éoing to be done by Wild Life
an& Fisheries.

MR, CAMPBELL: Could I explain how the
Coast Guarduhandleswtheirmfineslﬂj.u”. 

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: I think it is most
important that you explain it and that people take
note of it here,

MR. CAMPﬁELL: If they check yoﬁr boat

~and you are in violation of some statute of this

8cee
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federal boating act of '71, they issue you a cita-
tion and you later get a sheet of paper from the
ﬁoast Guard that says you havé been found in viola-
tion of such-and-such a. section of this ﬁoaping law
You are hereby fined $600, but if you want to settl:
before such-and-such a date, you can pay $150 and
settle it,.

Otherwise, you have the opfion of going'
fo court, Now if they have found ybu in violation
of, say, life jackéts, you obviously don't have
them on there. You are in violation, You are
getting a $600 fine which you can settle for §150.
You are a darned fool for going to court because,
when you go to court and they find you guilty, you
aré going to-.pay the $600. It is a question of vou
being guilty before being proven guilty, as far as
they are concerned. They have the right to enforce
it and they do it~

They.got one man, I think he was at the
Wildlife Federation, and they were talking $1,680
in fines. He was automatically fined.',If he goes
to court, he has to éay that, or he can settle for

$300 or $400 in lieu of that fine.

77
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MR. ﬁILLE: This certainly isﬁ't going to
encourage a lot of tourism in the state, fishing
tourism and hunting tourism, if they know they are
going to come down here and get whomped by the
Coast Guard with a big old fat fine,.

MR. CAMPBELL: With the exception of
Washington state, we would be the only state with
federal control,

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Texas has already
adopted those regulations, is that correct, Hurley?
The state of Texas has already adopted those
federal regulations, Arkansas, Mississippi. We
are the only ones in the area that have not?

MR, CAMPBELL: And I have the comparativé
data on our fees. Of course, it is not the fees.
The word "federal'" 1s what beat us last time more
than anything else. The& just didn't want anything
to do with anything labeled '"federal' .’

THE CHAIRMAN: Dick, you had‘somethingA
you wanted to say?

- MR. YANCEY: Just one question,
MR} DUPUY: How is it different now than

it was last year?

289 : :
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MR. CAMPBELL: The only thing we have
changed now, Marc, from the last time we put the

bill in is the fees.

to run into the same thing,.

MR. DUPUY: But Burt says the legisla-
ture was not balking at thé fee schedule,

MR. CAMPBELL: No, they weren't., The
word '"federal'" was the biggest balk, |

THE CHAIRMAN:- Dick has a question and
I have recognized him,

~  MR. YANCEY: One question for Hurley.

The Coast Guard has said that i1if they take over

the boat registration system in Louisiana, then

the boaters the cost of operating the system. Do
you have any idea what the charge would be?‘

‘MR. CAMPBELL: It would probably be as
much for one year as our fee 1is for two years,

the $5, I think. I mean, this is all unofficial

MR. DUPUY: In other words, we are likeljy

MR. CAMPBELL: We can't change any of thg
others unless the Coast Guard changes them because

it is the federal act we are trying to comply with

el

t-hey are gOin‘g - to,. CO“n‘t"r‘a”ct"thi"S“Olrt’a‘ndC‘h‘a rg*e,., FINUPR
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and off the record, but this is what they have
indicated to me. At least $5 a year and probably
on a yearly basis.

MR. YANCEY: Burt has a wire from the
Coast Guard, you said, that --

MR. CAMPBELL: Right.

MR. YANCEY: -- that says if the legis-
lature does not act and they take over --

MR. CAMPBELL: That wire went to the
Governor, didn't it?

. DIRECTOR ANGELLE: That is correct, and
they gave a deadline of May 1, 1975, which is
probably for purposes of‘getting them going,
moving. ‘

MR. YANCEY: The boaters will pay con-
siderably more under the Coast Guard system than
they will under this proposal.

MR-, ~CAMPBELL:- - Definitely-.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: I have discussed
this with Captain Gorneft and he feels definitely
it would be much higher than what we propose, the
administrative cost, and that they will be in

committee, testifying to that effect. They don't

Be0s
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- want it. They are not equipped to handle it and
they would rather that Wild Life énd Fisheries
continue handling this directly. /

MR. YANCEY: This is in the interest of
the boaters to get this legislation - passed. They
will pay less to number their boats and they will
be subjected to less penalties if they go to céurt

"but ip the last session the boaters apparently did
not get behind that bill, 1If they don't get behind
this bill this time, the chancesbare it will suffex
the same fate.

MR. CAMPBELL: He11,~the Boat Dealers
Association was there to testify at the House
hearing on the thing.A.

MR. YANCEY: But there didn't appear to
be any grass roots support from the boaters.

MR. CAMPBELL: No, that's right;

DIRECTOR ANGELLEY  In other words, what™ |
we are saying, we want these people to go out and
get in touch with their local legislators, tell
them what their problem is, and ask for some Suppor
Isn't that what you are asking, Dick?

MR. YANCEY: They are going to have a

BE0D )
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"to take the lesser of two evils-in this case or

boat numbering system, but the duestion is, who 1is
going to administer it --

MR, CAMPBELL: That's it in a nutshell.

MR. YANCEY: -- and whether they want the
federal boys to do it under a much more costly
system with heavier penalties.

MR. DAN GREEN: How about these states
that have already complied, like Texas? Do they
require licensing of pirogues and things like that?

THE CHAIRMAN: They simply follow the
federal regulaéions, whatever they say.

MR. WILLE: Dan, we don't.necessarily

agree with the federal regulations, but you have

otherwise we are all going to-fall under federal
control, as'I understand it.

MR. CAMPBELL: This might be enlighten-
ing to Dan. On Tbdledo Bend Lake right nowy, Dan, -
if you cross, we have no regulation for an undér~1@
horse to be registered. 1If you are in a boat
powered by 5-horse and you get on.the Texas side,
they are going to arrest you and it costs you

$27.50 under their law, which is the ‘same as this
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law we propose and the Model Boéting Act, following
the federal act of '71,

MR. WILLE: The problem is just going to
begin if we keep following the Coast Guard regula-
tions, |

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: And besides, we have
already lost this year =2 fotai'of close to $100,000

"MR. CAMPBELL: Ninety-six. ‘

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: -- $96,000 of federal
matching funding dealing with mctorboat registra-
tion. This money is used for enforcement of our -
game and fish laws, motorboat safety laws and you
know, everything else in the operation of Wild Lifel
and Fisheries, so it is another source of revenue |
that this Commission will lose.

MR. CAMPBELL: It isn't matching funds,
either,. That is a federal grant funds, straight
funds- |

THE CHAIRMAN: Now, gentlemen, we will
digress from this and take up the business on the
agenda that has to have approval of the Commission.

The first item is to approve the minutes

of January 28 and February 25. Do I have a motion?

:
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MR. LAPEYRE: so move,

MR. WILLE: Second;

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Lapeyre and
seconded by Mr. Wille. Those in favor, say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.

(No response)

So ordered.

All right, Kenneth Smith, we have No. 2,
consideration of bids, Lacombe Fish Hatchery,.

Mk. KENNETH SMITH: Mr., Chairman and
Members of the C&mmission, on March 26 bids were
opened on the Lacombe Hatchery for fish rearing
and holding pens over there. There were three
bids, one $29,500; the next, $29,470; the lowest,
$20,850. I would recommend the apceptance of thils
low bid to Campbell Engineering Company of Coving-
ton, Louisiana.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-
mendation, .

MR. WILLE: Motion.

MR. DUPUY: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Wiile,

paod
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seconded by Mr. Dupuy. Any dispussiqn? If none,
those in favor, éay aye. | | N
IN UNIéON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no,
(No response)
So ordered,. |
(The full text of the
'reéolution is here made a
part of the record.)

WHEREAS, three bids were
received on March 26, 1975 for .con-
struction of the rearing and holding
péns at the Lacombe Fish Hatchery,
and '

WHEREAS, the‘lowest 6f the
bids was submitted by Caﬁpbell Engi-
neering Company of Covington; Louisiana,
for-$20°,850 ~and~ -

WHEREAS, this is. a Federal
Aid Project, 50 pércent state, 50
percent federal,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

that Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries

g::@i .
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Commission approves the issuancé of the
contract to Campbell Engineering Company;

THE CHAIRMAN: No. 3.

MR. SMITQ: No. 3 concerns bids to build
some additional ponds at the Beechwood fish Hatch-
ery near Woodworth. There were four bids that
came in on that project and the low bid was
$182,362. We had-asked the contractor or the
architect to prepare alternates, in the event we
had the money to build these additional features,

| The first alternate was $28,214 for two
additional“pne—aére ponds, The second alternate
was $14,000 for one additional pond. We had
$200,000 available for this project. $20,000 was
used for special surveys, soil borihgs and so
forth and architect fees. What we actually need

to accomplish the base bid, which would be eleven

pon ds ’ and-theflrst ‘"v""aJ:*t’e‘-mra*t’-'e'-‘**"’W‘ou"l*ad=*v“~'b"e‘~*“‘ twosmore |

ponds, or thirteen one-acre ponds, we would need
an additional $30,000.

We have been assured by the federallaid
people, and this is a federal aid project, that

three-fourths of this amount is available and

m@l .
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.approvable in federal aid., We need approximately
$7,500 state .funds. I have talked to Larry Cook.
We have this in major repairs and we would like to
recommend that the base bid of $182,362, plus the
first alternate, $28,214, be accepted at this time.

' THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-
mendation, What is fhé pleasure of the Commission?
MR. WILLE: So move.
MR. LAPEYRE: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: . Moved by Mr. Wille,
seconded by Mr. LaPeyre, Those in favor, say aye,.
IN UNISON: Avye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.
| (No response)
So ordered.
(The full text of the
resolution is here made a
part of”tﬁe“:ecordﬁ)”
WHEREAS, four bids were
received on April 9, 1975, for pord
construction at the Beechwood Fish
Hatchery, and

v WHEREAS, the lowest base bid

66S
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was $182,362, submitted by Alexandria
Construction Company of Alexandria,
Louisiana, with the first alternate
bid in the amount of $28,214, and the
second alternate for $14,000, and

WHEREAS, it has been deter-
mined federal matching funds are avail-
able for the base bid and first alternate,
and

WHEREAS, funds for the state
share, 75 percent federal, 25 percent
state, are available for the base bid
and first alternate,lnow

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission approves the issuance of
the contract to the Alexandria Con-
structilon-Company--£for--the- base-bid---
and first alternate, a total of
$210,576.

THE CHAIRMAN: That is moving along

quickly. Now we are ready.

., DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Roger, didn't you say
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'you had four other pieces of legislation that you
had not completely prepared that we should have?

MR. HUNTER: It was recommended and we
had discussed the other day but they have not been
prepared yet. | '

.DIRECTOR ANGELLE: O. K, Would you cap-
sule that real quick for the benefit of the Com-
mission members?

THE CHAIRMAN: I don't want to put any
restrictions cn anyone and I would like to hear
évery bit of this and I do have sbme time, and 1if
" we will restrict our comments to those téings that
are really vital, I will get a cﬁance to hear all
v of it. Thank you.

’ MR. HUNTER: O, K. The first item ﬁas
from Mr. Jimmie Gillespie, recommending that we

make it i1llegal to hunt or take game quadrupeds or

sently we are incorporating this in our rules and
regulations that we adopt but it is not in the
statutes and they are having problems getting con-

victions on these cases because it 1s not in the

statutes. He makes this recommendation and we had

game birds- from-a- vekicle or atrecrafts - Nowy -pre- | -

B¢
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discussed this the other day and everybody was in .
agreement with it.

MR. LAPEYRE: Does this generally come
under the same category, I think it was despribed
as something,a rule that essentially doesn't changs
and we should attempt to give it full force and
effect?

MR. HUNTER: Right. This is the same
thing as the turkey baiting problem we have.

THE CHAIRMAN: .Now, you said "automobilesg
ajrcraft or boats'? |

MR. HUNTER: His wording is this: hTo
hunt or take game quadrupeds or game birds from a
vehicle or aircraft." That is the way he has
worded it,

THE CHAIRMAN: What about boats?

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: We already have 1it.

you. Much in agreement. Just want to be sure.
MR. DUPUY: Boat, not airboat?
THE CHAIRMAN: Well, it is a boat. An
airboat is a boat, and I remember you are correct,

you can only shoot out of those if they are dead

LA,
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still and the motor dead. : | . -
MR. HUNTER: It is a vehicle. It does

not say "motor vehicle,"

it just _says "vehicle"
here. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Right, vehicle or aircraft

MR, HUNTER: Another problem that Mr,
Gillespie brought up was the fact.that we don't
have a gogd law apparently on possession c¢f game
quadrupeds, particularly deer. It is against the
law to take them out of season, but if they don';
catch a man in the act, get him in the act of tak-
ing it, they have difficulty making cases on pos-
segsion. He recommends including this in the word-
ing of the present law.

THE CHAIRMAN: That's good, too.

MR. LAPEYRE: How far are we going with

this?

haven't really gotten into it.

THE CHAIRMAN: We have a regulation where
we can give permission to people, you know.

MR. HUNTER: This would be illegal pos-

1
session.

g&@@-
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TﬁE CHAIRMAN: Yes, that's right, but
‘pbssession without a definite permit from the
Director 1s illegal. That is good, too.

'MR. WILLE: Jimmie, can I ask you a
technicality on this? It could happen. Saf a4 man
was on the road and he finds a deef carcass and
throws it in,his trunk.and he is heading to turn
it in, take it where it won't stink or something
like that, as a dead carcass. 1Is he illegal by
picking that deer up aﬁd trying to take it to somé—
body_to‘get rid of 1t? |

MR. GILLﬁSPIE: He would be. He would bd

MR. WIL%E: He would be? ‘

THE CHAIRMAN: Yece, he would be. This
happened to me. A deer killed itself in my front
yard., I simply called ; game agent to come get

the thing and they did.

a little better in the regulations; You know, you
find so many animals on the road that really the
buzzards end up getting and they end uptétinking
up the whole area. 1Is there any way we can get

~

around it, Jim, without giving him a license?

%8
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MR. GILLESPIE: They won't charge him.
They havé,to use a little common sense. If a man
picks up a deer that has been run over, you might
tell him he is in violation but you don't go ahead
and charge him. We have got no problem thefe.

MR. HUNTER: The third item, I believe
Kenneth Smith may already have discussed this to
some extent, He‘is recommending legislation to-
prohibit the movement of obnoxious vegetation, such
as hydrilla, into the state, He 1is supposed to be
working up wordage for this now and this would se
new legislagion.

MR; WILLE: You are talking about that
Flori@a mdss, aren't you, thaﬁ comes in these fish
boats?

MR. LAPEYRE: When you spéak of removal,
are you speaking of bringing in?‘

MR.. HUNTER.:... The. movement. of, in. other .
words, into the state. The movement in:i.the statel,
not removal, I am sorry. It should be "movement
of".

MR. SMITH: The importation into the

state also, of these two particularly.

g%a
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_ MR. WILLE:- Then they empty the% into
the iaké when they get tired of this,.

MR, HﬁNTER: Kenneth is supposed to be
workiné up some words for this now with some of
his pgople, and this 1s something we are going to
have to get drawn up.

At our meeting we also discussed the
possibility of having a special type commercial
gear fishing license for commercial fishermen,
w@ere they could buy one license that would cover
all types of gear., Now this was only in the dis-
cussion stage. It was just the possibility of
recommending such and see_how the commercial fish-
ermen feel about it. The reasoning behind it
would be to keep the Sunday fisherman from buyving
a little five-~dollar license and selling his catch

anywhere he pleases. This would make the commer-

cial  fisherman-a -true-~comuercdak.-fid-sherman. « Thig...l - oo

is the purpose of it, We don't know what their
feeling is on it. ' This was just a suggestion.
They would buy one license covering all gear. It
would be a pretty good fee but it wouldn't be

terribly mu;h motre than they are paying now for

]
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their iﬁdividual net licenses.

| DIRECTOR ANGELLE: We would expect a
recommendation on the fee from the commercial fish-
ermen's interests, |

MR. HUNTER: Right.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: What we are trying to
do is have one commercial license, and that man
can crawfish, fish specked trout, anything he wants
to. He is a commercial fisherman. Then we would
get some input from the cémmerqial interests how
much this fee should be.

You know, at thét meeting we had some
sport fishermen who came up and said, "Instead of
buying a $2 iicense, I can buy a'$5 license, and
I can go catch fen boxes of speckléd trout and go
sell them and I am a sport fisherman,'" and this is

in the record. He volunteered this information.

THE--- CHAIRMAN«: - T - wish - -Jexrr Y- were..-hereae. ... [... ..

‘because on the opening day of the shrimp season

in Calcasieu Lake, you almost have to rent a place
just to put your boat. People with 16-foot trawls
out there on a Sunday afternoon. They are raising

Sam now because I believe you charge them a $25

BEE0,
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license. Texas people come over and fish in there
for a $25 license, not commercial fishermen, but
if he moves over to Texas, he pays $50.. I believe
that 1is correct.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: And we are referring
only to finfish licenses and not shrimp fishing?

MR. HUNTER: This wouldn't be trawling.
This wouldn't be for shrimping at all.

MR. WiLLE: Fresh water?

MR, HUNTER: This would be fresh and
salt water.,

THE CHAIRMAN: I knew you were goinglto

run into something, because I have been down on

Calcasieu Lake when honestly, by daylight, wyou had

MR. HUNTER: One more item that came up

was the possibility of charging a trucker or a

licensed, fegident Louisiana wholesale seafood
dealers a wholesale seafood trucker's license, and
also requiring this man to be responsible for
severance taxes if he is dealing in oysters or

shrimp.

to rent.a space to put your boat, O, K, Thank yoy

person ~b~u~y~1:n-g~-~zf:i'«sjh-ﬁ ~or--seafood--from-other than-. . .. -1

e I
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Now, we have had this problem now where
th?se truckers .come in from other states, load up
from the dock, the boat, and take off with these
fish or shrimp or oysters, and we never get.the
severance tax and we don't get any dealer license
or anything from this man, We do have this problen.

MR. LAPEYRE: That's because we don't
have the law covering that.

DIREC&OR ANGELLE: ©No law. Just to give
you an example, I can be a commercial shrimper gnd
come in from Galveston or anywhere with 10,000
pounds of shrimp and then sell it to you. You may
be f;om Mississippi. You come in with your refrig-
erated trailer truck, and I can sell i; direct to}
you without going through a Louisiana dealer of
any kind. You leave with it, You carry them to

Mississippi. There is no severance tax paid on

come across. It is important to enforcement peoplsq.
Louisiana resident liceﬁséd buyers keep calling us|
"This man is from Mississippi, this man is from

Texas, and this is what he is doing," and there 1is

nothing we can do about 1t, no provision.
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"(12:05 p.ﬁ. Mr; Jones arrived.)

MR. LAPEYRE: Under the present law,
seliing,these shrimp, that does not apply?

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: TIf he is from’put of
state, no.

MR. HUNTER: The law says the first
dealer pays the tax.  What is your feeling on thig?

THE CHAIRMAN: I think this is good.
What is your feeliﬁg?

| MR. LAPEYRE: But why doesn't the out-of-
state trucker come under the provision of first
dealer?

MR. HﬁNTER: Well, he can't; under our
definition of a dealér, e has to be a bona fide
resident of the state to be a dealer. |

THE CHAIRMAN: And he has to sell in the

state.

MR+ HUNTER::- - Hev {8 n'o='»'tm~~>am'éb'0'=n=ar='--v=fLiwdv:e-v~a--r:e-:s-i-—»'-»v

dent of the state so we_don't have a license for

him.
THE CHAIRMAN: O, K. Do you have another
one?.
MR. HUNTER: No, sir. That is all I had
5630
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that we.had discussed.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: We have to provide
some means of correcting this and we don't really
know what we need to do particulafly but we are
going to try, and when you hear about it, you will
know that you have heard about it before.

THE CHAIRMAN: And we have agreed that
it 1is good and that it should be corrected. Burt,
do you have another one?

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Well, there are twp
other groups of people here that we don't want
involved but I don't know how we are going to do
it not to get them involved. It deals with the

gill netting laws that are being proposed with the

Gi1ll Net Committee of the legislature. It deals

with proposéd.legislation by a group of sportsmen
throughout the state. It deals with legislation
that some individuwal-leglslators~are-going-to-
introduce to prohibit gill netting on the whole
coast of Louisiana. It deals with all kinds of
netting, webbing size, cane slat traps. 7You name
it, it's in there and I think we need to discuss

this.

8250 . .
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"coming, I could have made arrangements and could

THE CHAIRMAN: Burt; let meAask you this|
Do you have the legislation? Are we going to dis-
cuss the legislation? Because that 1is all, as
Chairman of the group, that I am going to permit
today. We want these people back and we want them
to discuss all of this and I will invite them to
come at the next meeéing.

Now; if I had known, I would have made

different arrangements. If I had known you were

have been here, but I didn't know you were coming.
But 1f this is legislation and you have some of it,
I want to discuss it.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: It's not controversial
Non-controversial. (Laughter)"

TﬁE CHAIRMAN: Nop—donfroversial, but do
you have the legislation is what I am talking
about,.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: We have the recom-
mendations. In fact, it is so hot you can't even
put it on paper. It would burn it up. But there

is another grqupvalso that are here. In talking

to them about a week or ten days ago, I believe
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they went out yesterday and. ran a few try nets

dealing with shrimp size as it deals with the open-
ing of the shrimp season on April 30 and they are
here to tell us what they found out there along
with our agent and our people, so 1 told them they
could come,

THE CHAIRMAN: We have that with the
brown shrimp meeting next Friday and thaf will
come up before Dr. St., Amant and that is the propey
time to bring that before the Commission, at thg
brown shrimp meeting next Friday.

DIRECTOR AMNGELLE: They asked me 1if they
could attend this meeting. I told them'it wasg a
public meeting, they could attend the meéting.

THE CHAIRMAN: Correct.

DIREéTOR ANGELLE: And if it 1is your

desire that they not be involved, you so move.

the Chair has the right to decide the ageﬁda at a
meeting of this sort. Now, if‘I am in error, some
of you folks tell me. But if we go to allowing
these sma11=g§oups to come before us, gentlemen,

and skip the brown shrimp meeting, then, of course,
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we are going to have these groups coming early

each time. Unless I am overruled by the Commission
I don't care to hear these pedple today. Now, if

I had been briefed on it, maybe there is a good
reason for it, but really I don't,

Now, 1f wé have more discussion on legis-
lation, I want that.

DIRECTORVANGELLE: Théy didn't want to be
on the agenda, They just said, "Whenever you are
through with your business, I wéuld like to visit
with you all for a little while," and they are out
here in the hall,

THE CHAIRMAN: 1 would like for them to
visit with us next Friday at the brown shrimp
meeting. We are not gearzd for this.

Mﬁ. WILLE: Mr. Chairman, this particulad
thing -- and I ém going to go on record right now
as disagreeing with you -- I think we have got a
public meeting here. ‘A while ago I asked 1f any-
body had any particular law. When we get to the
point we have a public meeting and we can't hear
the public and these laws pertain to the public --

and I know this pertains to shrimping; it doesn't
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that is my feeling, personally.

pert;in to what I was talking about a while ago --
but I am going to say.this, that we have a quorum
here now and I know that you have got a tight

schedule. If you would like to leave and it is in
agreement with the rest of the Commission, ﬁe will
be glad to sit here, I will, personally, be glad to
sit here and hear anything that the shrimpers have

got to say 1f it takes them all night long. Now,

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank‘yau for that. My
ruling is still the same. A while ago, Wille, iet
me tell you this. If the meeting is going to be
run according to Hoyle and properly, all discussioT
has to come through the Chair., 1If someone wants
to be recognized, wants to say something, he has
to come through the Chair, of course, Mr, Wille

is a Board member and we respect him, he is a dear

friend of mine- -but. he..cannot.recognize..the. speaker... .

The Chair does that, |

- MR. WILLE: All right, fhen, Mr. Clay,
let me do this. I would like to make a motion to
the Commission right now that we hear these

shrimpers. We still have a quorum if you have to

[+:] R
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leave, is what I émftrying to say. So, I would
like to make a motion. to see how many of the rest
of the Board members would like to be here, If
there is a duorum, fine, we will hear them.

THE CHAIRMAN: of course; we have a
moti&n, and I recognize you for the motion, we have
a motion before the group.

MR. LAPEYRE: I second the motion.

THE CHAIRMAN: Just a moment, sir. I am
having a prcblem with my people. We have a motion
before the group, rescinding the --

MR, DUPUY: Overruling.

THE CHAIRMAN: -~ overruliné the Chair
-in permitting a group of pecpie to speak today on
something that we are going to take up next Friday.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Provide information;

THE CHAIRMAN: Now, I have had a motion
and- a second. - Do-T -hawve--any--discussdon? ... .

MR. JONES: Mr, Chairman, firétAI apolo-
gize for being late. I was in a pre-trial confer-
ence in court in Lake Charles and I got held up and
I am sorry;

I don't know what the problem is about

68g
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not being able to hear them, but I will glédly sit
here all afternoon and listen to them. You know,
thése people, shrimpers, have a real pfobleh and,
by George, if they have got some information, I
can't see any reason why we shouldn't listen to
them or listen to anybody else, as far as i am
concerned.

THE CHAIRMAN: Just a minute, I want to
discuss it a little bit. The Chair is not supposed|
to discuss any motion. I know that, but I don't
have a vice—chairman here, to steb down so that I
can discuss it, but my simple reason was this., I
should be informed beforehand when these people
are coming in or someone is coming in so I can
make arrangements for my schedule as Chairman of
the Commission, I believe you understand that,.

Now I will be glad to stay here and, if the Com-

mission overrules me’, will not—sustain theChairy |~

then, of course, I will stay here and listen, but
we have we have heard all legislation, Mr. Angelle?
DIRECTOR ANGELLE: No.
S THE CHAIRMAN: We still have legislation

-

after this?

805
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% ~ DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Yes.

MR, WILLE: We have some législatioﬁ, Mr.
Chairman, and I also need to ask fo; another change
in the agenda that you don't know about but it needs
to be done,. ‘ |

THE CHAIRMAN: All right, could we have
the rest of discussion on legislation before this
discussion on shrimp?

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Well, I think properly
we could dispose of the motion and the secon&.

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, I know, but I am
M" ' still in discussion. I want to callwfor the roll. |

MR. JONES: Mr. Clay, may I make a sug-
gestion? We have got some people that apparently'
have been here for soﬁe time and they want to get
on their way. Couldn't we just go ahead and hear
them and then we can get back to the legislation.
You. know,, they haMe got to work for a living, and
we could let them go.

THE CHAIRMAN: O. K., if there 1Is no
other discussion, those in favor of the motion,

‘ say aye, , ‘
g’. IN UNISON: Aye.

8069
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THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no. Of course,
the Chair can't vote.
(No response)
It is carried. Now, then, who dq we
have that wants to speak?
MR. WILLE: Mr. Chairman.
THE CHAIRMAN: I recognize Mr. Wille.
MR. WILLE: Just before we get into this
discussion, there is just one thing that I wanted
to bring up that we are about to lose some money
on that 1s appropriated. I know it is not on the
agenda. I just discussed it with Kenneth Smith.
Kenneth, are you here yet? |
MR. SMITH:l Here.
" MR. WILLE: Kenneth can fill you in on
it. We have.a plece of property at Bistiheau we

discussed at the last meeting informally that I

think we-have -got-most- of the--arrangements—mader |- -

on, and I want to see if we can get the Commission
to empower the Director to go ahead as soon as
this thing is finalized to approve it in the name
of the Commission so that.we can get on with it

and get this construction started before we lose

2000
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the money, on that fish research station up there.

Kenneth, would you mind £illing in on it,
if it is all right with you, Mr. Cﬁairman?

THE CHAIRMAN: Correct. I know about it
and I am glad you brought that up because that is
important. That was hanging over from last time
and it comes under "dther Business' and therefore
it ié on the agenda,

MR, SMITH: Mr. Chairman and Members of
the Commission, this is two and a half acres of.
land on the north shore of Lake Bistineau, which
has been offered for sale to the Commission for
the construction of a fish research laboratory.

We had some problems with the description
which was the primary reason we hadn't gotten it
on the agenda today, but I think we have gotten
these resolved. We'also'had a little prablem on
the offer to sell, which involved a specific amount
of $§22,500. The appraisal‘that was obtained by the
appraiser obtained by the Division of Administra-
tion was $250 less than that recently offered by
Mrs., Seward, who is the owner. We have contacted

Mrs., Seward by phone and she has agreed to sell at

®
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the lower price. We don't‘have the signed offer
to sell in our hands but she has agreed that she
will come down that $250.

In addition, the land descriptionvwhich
the appraiser obtained was the same as that in the
courthouse but he said he could not run it down,
he couldn't make sense out of it. What we did was
call Mrs. Seward and say we had a problem. She
contacted an engineer from Caddo Parish who worked
‘with the local road system and so forth., He worked
this out and says he has no problem with it, that
there was something we didn't understand on the
thing.v

This has also been checked by some of thé»
ﬁeople in our drafting section back in the back,
who brought me a sketch, and the lines did close
as they shouid, so it appears that has been resolveix

Now this is the present status of the
land. We do have an offer.to sell. It has to be
amended. The attorney says that we have got to have
her initial this change before we can go éhrough
it., The land description seems to be O, K. at this

time.
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MR. WILLE: Mr. Chairman, a motion would

be in order that we empower the Director to act
the‘part of the Commission on the sale of this
property.

THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motion before
the house to authorize the Director to complete
the purchase of this property.

MR; DUPUY: I second it,

THE CHAIRMAN: Marc seconded it. Is
there any more discussion? Those in favor, say

IN UNISON: Aye.

..THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.
(No response)

So carried, so ordered.

(The full text of the
resolution is here made

a part of the record.)

WH‘E"R'EA'S ..;r arn:nn-o—ef:ef\“‘e1r.‘: ..-h:afsa-.; b:evewngf: det e e wa .

made to sell to the Louisiana Wild Life
and Fisheries Commission two and one-half
acres of land on the north shore of

Lake BiStineag by Cora H. Seward for

the total sum of $22,250, and

on

ave.
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WHEREAS, this figure is in
‘agreement with an official appraisal
by Mr. Russell J. Doiron, and

WHEREAS, this land is suitable
in size and location for the construction
of a fisheries research laboratory,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wild Life and Fish-
eries Commission grants approval for the
Director to enter into an agreement to
purchase the two and one-half acres.

TﬁE,CHAIRMANg Now, Mr. Angelle, I am
much interested in your legislation so we might
just start in the manner, since you know about this
and I don't, in which you think bést, in the order
which you think is best. Who 1s it knows about

this?

in the order of the least controversial, we could
maybe allow these people to go on home. I think
the people with the shrimp association won't be
too long, taking maybe five or ten minutes to pre-

sent this.

DLRECTOR.-ANGELLE.. . .I.think.if..we..take. Lt .l e
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MR. NORMAN NAQUIN: Just one speaker.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: One speaker? 0. K.

3

. THE CHAIRMAN: And it won't take too long

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: We have, Mr. Clay, Mr.|
Norman Naquin who is president of the Terrebonne -
Parish Commercial Fishermen,

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr., Naquin, I want you to
understand that I am not trying to discriminate
against you. I am trying really to hold the meet-
ing in the proper manner it should be, and I hope
you will be before the shrimpe;s' meeting next
Friday.

MR. NAQUIN: Right, we will be,

THE CHAIRMAN: I have never missed one of|
your meetings and I won't miss this one. I will be

there,

MR. NAQUIN: We will be there on the 25th)|

nets but then you all carried that and the speaker

for the gill nets didn't come. What happened? I

don't know. That would have beeﬁ'Randolph.
DIRECTOR AﬁGELLE: He called me this

morning,

08ad
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Well, I will start in tﬁe beginning. We tested

MR. NAQUIN: We took a vote last night,

fifteen days ago and there was some brown and some
ﬁhite. We tested yesterday and there was less
brown and less white. So the fishermen, Ve.had
our meeting last night, and they voted on and they
still want to go May'l, no matter what, bécause of
the reason that we would shorten the season and'
not get into our white shrimp season, That is all
the purpose for that, That is‘ail I ha&e to say
about it. We will talk more about everything oﬁ
the 25th,

THE CHAiRMAN: Fine. Let.mg tell you
something else, Mr. Naquin, This man here is my
champion and I believé what he says; you.convince
him and you will have my vote, thét's for certain.

MR. JONES: May I ask hiﬁ a question,
please? -What was -the-.size.of..the shrimp. that you.. |
caught? )

MR. NAQUIN: I would say they averaged
on brown, I would say between 70-80. The white
would have probably went 36-40, but theré were very

few yesterday. They have already migrated off.
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ﬁR. JONES: Where did you take the sampies?

MR. NAQUIN: We took the samples Lake
Barre, Terrebonne Bay and Pelto.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Was that in conjunctiop
with our biologists and our game agents working on
the same boét?

MR. NAQUIN: Right.

THE CHAIRMAN: Your whites were large
—shrimp but very few.

MR. NAQUIN: Very few. Not enough to
do anything, really. _

MR. LAPEYRE: What was the_&ifference
between the catch betﬁeen the two périshes?

MR. NAQUIN: I would say 80 percent,
They have alréady moved, théy have migrated out, buft
the reason they want tﬁis is to try to cut it short
and not get into our white shrimp crop in August.

I sugge&tedwt0mthem»maybewins@&&dwo£wsix£ywday&wwwwwmwﬂm
take forty days. |

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: And you are talking
only about Terrebonne Parish?

MR. NAQUIN: Terrebomne Parish, that's

it. No one else, I see a man here from St. Bernargd

49
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Parish., He might have something to #ay.

ST. BERNARD REPRESENTATIVE: We will

definitely go for the latest date possible!
(Laughter)

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, sir, and thank
you for being brief. We appreciate that an awful
lot.

MR. NAQUIN: We will see you all on the
25th. |

DIRECTOR ANGELLE? G, K. You mentioned
a while ago that you were hére for»Eoth gill nettin
and shrimp. We will be discussing gi}l netting
here shortly, 1f you want to stay. You don't have
to leave,.

MR. NAQUIN: I don't know too much about
the gill net laws but I will try.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Coming back to our
gill net problems’, some of the probléms, it would
probably be in order to ask Kenneth Smith and Harry
Schafer, Chief Hogan and Doc ~-- Doc, don't run away
We will be discussing this and giving you the bene-
fit of the staff's recommendations or any they have

They may be, you know, trying to throw that ball
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back at you, I don't know. We have got problems

we need to resolve. We may need research. I don't
know. I think they are here to make a presentation
for the benefit of the Commission, so you all can
start it off. |

MR. SCHAFER: Let me preface this, first
of all, by saying that in the Chandeleur Islands,
the Chandeleur Sound, down at the last islands, |
and in Calcasieu Lake, that the Commission biolo-
gists have now begun studies. We havgn't.startéd
on Calcasieu Lake as yet. Kenneth Smith -~ |

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: You have started in
Area Four?

MR. SCHAFER: We have studied Area Four
and then the last islanas down here, Isles Derniere&,
over here,

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Near Houﬁa.

MR.. SCHAEER.. Yes,.right down.in.there. . ..
These have started. They will not be funded until
July i. These are federal aid projects. They will
not be funded until July 1. The biologists and |
their c¢rews are out there, picking stations and

trying to ascertain what is the best type of gear,

0900
28 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new orleans



117

getting alL geared up to s tart on July 1,
DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Developing the progran.
MR. SCHAFER: Developing the program ié‘
going on now, O, K., with that we will havg some
information in two to three years, local informa-
tion, Everything has been bas;d on part stu&ies
along the coast and in other areas of the Gulf and
on the East Coast on some of the recommendations.
As you know, we have been having diffi-
culty in Terrebonne and Lafourche Parishes with
that law over there that completely closes the
whole area for gill nets. It allows seines and
trammel nets during the period from JulyA16 through
April 14, This has caused a problem in that some
of the fishermen over there afe using the old gill
net as seines in that area. When the enforcement
agents come by, they get out, and because of.the
definition-of a—-gilkl net--and-a~ seiney - well; - they
can start moving this gill net and it then becomes
a seine, . |
We havé gotten cries about the law not
being enforcedvbut actually it cannot be enforced

under the way 1t is set up now,

[
3%% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans



@

118

We need'some guidancelin the netting
across the state and we have come up with possibly
thrée alternatives, There is a whole bunch of
alternatives that ydu could go to, but we have come
up with three for your consideration and guidance.
We will go ahead and.draw something up once we get
your feeling.on this.

The first one would be to allow legal
netting in all areas that are now open for netting.
That 1is, allow.ény net in open areas, with the
exception of that Four Area, where there is an
exception to any kind of netting for the pompano
net. This will stay as it is now. There will be
no fﬁrther netting in that area. But any other
area that is open for commercial fishing would be
open to all legal gear.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: O. K., now be a little
bit more specific. Area Three.

MR. SCHAFER: 0. K. Area Three; Lafourch
Terrebonne, says that there will be no gill netting
With this recommendation that will change to, they
could use gill netting in that area.

MR, SMITH: This is specifiéally the area

i
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Thigjis the Intracoastal Canal and these are the
borders of fhe two parishes. 1In this area here,
the Intracoastal Canal between Lafourche and Terre-
bonne{ there is no gfll net fishing now.

MR. SCHAFER: Sg this is just opening up
the areas that are already oﬁeﬁ to all legal gear,

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: ©No gill netting on
inland waters., You are allowed gill netting 750
feet frqm the shore or something, is that what the
law says?

MR. SMITH: You can gill net, of course,
out past_thg 750~-foot point seaward’of the lane.

MR. SCHAFER: And you can gill net north
of the Intracoastal Canal, but this proposal would
make gill netting legal in.tﬁis area.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: You would have only

one area then in the coast of Louisiana that would

prohibit gill netting, which-would-be-in-AreaFourll - .

MR. SCHAFER: No; there are other areas
A

that also prohibit.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Right, that Grand Isle
area.

MR, SMITH: That is a sanctuary.

2
3
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DR. ST. AMANT: This part and.in Lake
Pontchartrain it would be prohibited. Area Four
woul& be prohibited from.netting,,except pompano
nets. Maurepas would be ﬁrohibited from netting,.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: And Grand Isle.

MR. SCHAFER: Yes, Grand Isle.

DR. ST. AMANT: Grand Isle would be pro-
hibted, but the rest of your coast, including
Terrebonne and Lafourche, would now be open to
z2ill netting, because we feel like, if you are
gping to commercially fish, there‘is no point in
restricting a man as to his gear to fish,

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: That's one option.

DR. ST. AMANT: That's one option, yes.

THE CHAIRMAN: Doc, let me ask one ques-
tion, The legislature last fear passed an act,

makihg it illegal to gill net in some islands

Is that it right there? Yes, because I had a
letter from Washington, D, C., on that thing.

DR. ST. AMANT: This is one option. For
yoﬁr benefit, this could be one extreme, 1f you wan

to put it that wa?. This in effect gives the
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-on ‘the bookss It -is-ouwtlawed. -

commercial fishermen with all the recreational
fishermen to pursue their business and their indus-
try in the water. This option is qffered basic-
ally because at this time we have no data to prove
that they have hurt the thing any more than the
recreational fishermen have. We don't have any
data to show we have had any real dropoff in fish
production,

Now this 1s one option. Now what is the
next?

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Doc, before we éo
info the next optioh, why don't we explain to the
Commission what the problem is in this Area Three
as it deals Qith enforcement.

bR. ST. AMANT: In Area Three the legis-
lature passéd, at the request of the local people,

that they outlaw gill netting in here, and it 1is

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: But they allow .seines.

DR. ST. AMANT: But they still allow the
use of seines and trammel nets. Now a seineis
simply a net that you pull, it has got to be in

motion. Now, what has happened down here, they

6528
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have taken advantage of this technicality in the
law. It would have to be rewritten if you want to
really enforce it.

The thing now ié that those people who
own gill nets have simply gone out there and said,
"0. K., we are not fishing with gill nets.'" They
take their same nets .and they began to move them,
and when they move them, they are technically ;

seine, and the courts won't accept this. So, we

are caught in between the two groups, the groups

that don't want them and the groups that do want

ment people to come up wiﬁh an answer to 1it.

Now, we have two aléernatives in this
area. You can prohibit thé use of monofilament or
you can prohibit the use of gill nets or moving
éill nets or anything else and restrict it even
more, Or you can oﬁen it up.

What we are offering are threeIOptions,
alternatives, and actually what we are asking.you
to look at the two extremes, which is going to be

pretty much closed on one hand or pretty much open

have not been able to enforce 1t, and of course, we

them, and it makes it very difficult for the enforc
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middle. When we get some feel as to how you might

on the other, and then maybe something in the.

want us to look at this, we will write a bill to
that effect' and have it ready for the legislature,
a bona fide bill, but we don't feel at this time
that we have enough data to make the point.

MR. WILLE: Lyle, what is the recommenda-
tion of you and Kenneth and Harry on this thing?

DR. ST. AMANT: Well, let's hear the
other options. Harry, what is the next 0ptign?f

MR. SCHAFER: Our next option would be
in the problem areas, . the ones that have now or
any that develop during the legislature, if we get
some pressure to close complétely cbmmercialAfish~
ing,'then we feel instead of a2 closure, a complete
outlawing of any kind of commercial fishing, to-
have some kind of season so that you can separatev
the commercial people from the sport péopIe and”
still have both of them abie‘to maintain their
recreation and theif livelihood.

We would hope that instead of a comélete
closure of commercial fishing that you would have

this seasonal type thing or even a zone type thing,

LT v
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and that in;these problem areas we might even go-
to a creel census on the sportsmen when it is .
closed for commercial fishing. A creel limit, I
mean.

THE CHAIRMAN: The option, as I under-
stand it, is that you would either have a closed
season and an open season or you would have zones
or creel limits,

MR. SCHAFER: Creel limits in problem
areas.

DR; ST, AMANT: Let me explain that. The
argument that is being made by the recreational
people, and if it's valid, it{s valid for both
sides, 1is that there is too much fishing and they
are catching too many fish, Now, if this is true,
and we don't have data to prove that it is true,

then the shoe can fit on each foot. If you are

to restrict the recreationél people. So, you are
either going to close an area to everybtody, or if
you are going to restrict commercial fishermen,
then we feel there ought to be a limit or some kind

seasonal restriction on recreational fishermen, so

gcmﬁ
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you break out even, because what we are trying to
do here is conserve fish, 1If there is a conserva-
tion problem, which there may, if they really want’
to protect, then we are going to have to reétrict
both groups. We don't feel it is ethical or fair
or constitutional to allow one group to run the
other one out of business. There should be some
way to get an equitable division.

Now, Qhat's the thi;d one?

MR. SCHAFER: The third one has more to
do with just the Terrebonne-Lafourche area where
we Have the problem witih the-gill net being used
as a seine, This would be to have a minimum-maxi-
mum net size on the seine itself so that the mesh
size of the seine is not too big that a gill net

could be usea. Right now the gill met is three

quartersy - So, 1f you make the seine, both the
minimum and maximum, one and three-quarter inches,
or even go up to two inches, then they could not
use a gill net as a seine, because the mesh size

is three incheé on that."

inches stretched and the seine is an inch and three+

THE CHAIRMAN: That's good, good legislati

aed
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MR. LAPEYRE: Did you say; Doc, there 1is
no biological data to support the use of gill nets
as opposed to seines?

'DR. ST. AMANT: Mr. Lapeyre, this problem
is not unique to Louisiana, Every meeting you go
into, from the Northeast all-the way around to
Brownsville, Texas, there is a discussion going on
between the recreational and the commercialbinterj
ests, There is no area I know of ig the whole
coast where we have adequate data. We do have in
some areas reasconably good data on commercial fish-
ing but nowhere do we have any fix on what ﬁhe
sport fishermen are doing. We don't even know how
many sport fishermen we have and we don't know what
they are catching. We don't know whether they are
catching five timesor a thousand times as much
founds as the commercial fishermen or vice versa.

We do know that one ;fwfﬁé“orfgfhat' |
counts on saltwater sport fishermen was way too
low. They did another one last year in the New
York area and they have got ten to twenty million
fishermen. At the present time there is a study

being done by the National Marine Fisheries, I

g@
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.a $5 license and put a net out and catch fish and

‘then he ought to be commercial and he ought to pay

think, and maybe the Fish and Wildlife Service; on
saltwater sport fishefmen in the Gulf aréa, bﬁt‘
it will be another year.

But, to eliminate this probleh, there is
cgrtain research that has to be done, First, we.
have got to'enumerate the fishermen. It may or may
not call for a limited license of some sort so we
can get a head count on them,-but we have got to
find out who they are. We have got to £ind out |
where they fish and what they are catching. We
have to do the same thing with the commercial
fishermen. We are going to have to separate the
true commercial fishermen from the so-called sport

commercial fishermen, who c¢an go out here and buy

put them in an icebox and do this, that and the
other. If he is out there really for sport, that

is one- thing,  If-he-is-out there-for commercial;-

for the privilege of being a commercial fisherman.
We have to get the two separated and get
a head count on them and then go back with creel

censuses or some system of determining what the

OGO
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catch per unit of effort is, then we will know who
is catching the fish. We will find out whether the
recreational people are getting these fish or we
will find out whether the commercial people are
getting them.

Now, we also have a second or another
responsibility. We also have to-determine, if we
can, in certain areas like Calcasieu Lake or maybe
off Timbalier Island, whether or not we are really
affecting populations. Those of us who have any
knowledge of the amount of fish in this ocean and
the way they grow and the speed with which these
fish grow in these warm waters, we don't really
have any fear that either one of them are hurting
it, as far as the total prodﬁction is concerned.

Ndw, there may be some localized competi-|
tion. It is obvious if you have got good fishing on
one of- theswe beaches - and they are catching speckled
trout or redfish and somebédy comes in there with a
big seine or gill net and catches five or six
thousand pounds, there may be a depression in their
success, but there is no evidence on hand to say

that that vacuum won't be filled in a reasonable

Boed
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length of time.

What we are looking at here is the ques-
tion of whether it is really conservation of fish -
stock or whether we are 1ooking at competition
between two different interests here.

Now, we have to determine, and it is
going to take several years and some money and
people; we are not going to do it with the staff
we have now, and I would like to make this clear;
because we have got them all loaded down, and ve
are going to have to have some money to do these -
kinds of figldtgsts and census data, but if we can
get the money, I think we can at least determiné'
whether or not we are hurting the fish population.

Now, if it turns out that we are hurting
the fish population and we are really depressing
it because of overfishing, then any restriction
shouid'bewawro$®wthewboatdwf@@wbwvmmyr&ewvwwWew-ww=
Qhould restrict the recreational people and the
commercial people, either by seasons or by amount
of fish they can catch, quotas or limits or-si?e
or something else.

If,.on the other hand,bwe find that we
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gi! . don't find any éffect on the population and that
all we have is an interference between the two
groups, then we have an administrative problem.
We are going to have to either let them fighé it
out between themselves or we are going to have to
decide on some zones or areas where one group will
fish and another for the other. |

I don't think it would be reasonable at
this time to expect the Wild Life and Fisheries fo
come up with a recommendation that we veto or put
either group out of business, I don't think it is
. righ.t. I don't think we should‘be asked and I p
don't think I am going to do it, recommend we put
the commercial people out of business, nor is it
likely I would recommend we put the.recreational
people out of business.

The only thing we are hoping to do now

legislature which will let us at least regulate
this thing for the next three or four years and at
the same time give us an opportunity to do these
studies that we need to do. |

This is our position and if it is not

¢
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satiéfactory, I will take the blame for it.

THE CHAIRMAN: Doc, I believe it is won-
derful, and I will tell you where to get your money|.
You are going to need money.

DR. ST. AﬁANT: I sure.am.

THE CHAIRMAN: And this might help out
with something else and [ am very serious about ik.
On this boat registration bill, we could very
easily do what we do on so many of the other things|,
designate a certain part of each one of these fees
to go to you to make this study, because the people
that are going to pay for the registnétion of the
boats, by theilarge majority, will benefit by this
study. If it meets with the approval of these
people, the boat registration bill might be amended
to set aside a certain amount of the fee, and then
I think we would have a large number of people
fighting for-it. -

DR. ST. AMANT: I think the thing that is
going to have to happen is, instead of the two
groups fighting, that they recognize the problem
and that they at least try to go to.the legislature

or the powers-that-be or whatever and see if they

IED
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can't get sﬁme funds and personnel dedicated to
this work for a certain length of time. I think
this is what it is going to amount to.

DIRECTOR ANCELLE: What we need 1is to
provide an amended budget request to the appropri-
ations bill,

DR. ST. AMANT: What I mean, we haven't
got it in the budget now and I am not going to .sit
here and guarantee that tﬁese people are going té
éet all these answers under the existing budget.
program, These people are loaded up. Their time

is committed and money is committed and they are

committed to good projects they are doing now.

MR. LAPEYRE: Is the research program
geared to do that? | |

DR. ST. AMANT: No, we are trying to fit
the minimum stﬁff in there under 88309 and we need
the money to-do-itw - T think-Kenmweth-is-trying. to-.
squeeze out some funds; Kenneth is looking at
Calcasieu Lake; and we are doing everything we can
to start these studies, but to be hongst with you,
to do the kind of-job that needs to be dene requirg

money and people.

@
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THE CHAIRMAN; Jerry has something;

MR. JONES: .To get back to the question
at hand about the alternatives that you present, it
seems to me we ought to use some of the lessons we
learned with the deer business. You know, yéars
ago the legislatufe and the police jﬁries were
setting all the seasons., There were all kinds of
restrictions in the legislature, so finally we came
along and the legislature granted us the aﬁthorify
in effect to szt all these seasons and bag_limits
and whatnot,

Why shouldn't we go to the 1egisiaéure
and ask them ﬁo authorize the Wild Life and Fish~
eries Commission to set the business about all
these restrictions about gill netting and whatnot,
just like you did in the last session in Calcasieu
Lake? The bill authored by Representative LaBleu
authorized- this- Commi-ssion- in effect..to..set..the.. .|
rules under which you are going to'Operage: If
we do that, then we would get away from all this
special interest stuff that we face very time we
go to the legislature,

You and I know, when any bill we present

50 .
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up there gées in, such and such a parish is going
to be excluded, this one is'going to be excluded,
I don't blame the legislators, but it seems to me
that you all have the knowledge_about how it ought
to be done. Why don't we just go in there Qith a
blanket proposal like we did in Calcasieu Lake,
authorize the Commission to set the rules?

That puts the monkey on our back, but
that's where it ought to be. We are in the bﬁsi;,
ness. You all are supposed to know the answers.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: ThatAwould be the |
fourth option, eh? (Laughtér)

THE CHAIRMAN: Doc, I believe with all
my heart and soul that the future eccnomy of this
state 1s ~--

MR, JONES: And you look now at the

respect the people have for the deer seasons as

plaint that we used to hear. And the other
important thing 1is that it is a very fluid thing.
If they get into a problem and they need to change
a rule or regulation, we meet every month. The

legislature meets once every year.

[SIoT ]
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DR. ST. AMANT: Mr. Chairman, I would
suggest that this would probably work, but there 1is
one problem you may run into where the Commission
sets the regulations, there has been a problem
sometimes accepting these, anyway.

MR. JOVNWES: Well, the problem has always
been that when the 1egislature has not really in
detall authorized us to do us. Now I know of
instances where we have been specifically authorize
to do it, there is not any problem about it,

THE CHAIRMAN: I want to ask Jerry a
question. Jerry, if we are authorized to set the
seasons, can we be authorized to set the penalties?

MR. JONES: The penalties are provided
by the legislature for the violati&n of a Wild
Life and Fisheries regulation, maximum penalties.
Seriously, the rules under which you 6§erate are
just another management tool that you use, as a
practical matter.

DR. ST. AMANT: I think, Jerry, if we can
get some kind of mutual agreement, similar to the
way 1t appears to have happened in Calcasieu Lake,

that you may get a temporary procedure going in

d
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fhere for a year or two until such time as we can
get ﬁhe data.

MR. WILLE: We have got flexibility, Dr.:
St. Amant. |

MR. JONES: I think we are going to get
more out of the 1egislatufe doing that than we are
on-any other proposal, because any one of those
alternatives that 1s going to be submitted, you are
going to see an amendment to it, excluding Terre;
bonne, Calcasieu Lake, or a whole bunch of them,
That is the way it 1is going to come out of the
legislature.

MR. DUPUY: 1In every one of these special
bills that are presen;ed.by special interests, we
are going to be asked to comment, take a stand omne
way or the other, and I think that if we ask the

legislature to allow the Commission and its profes-

monies to do the studies, that that would be the
way to do 1it,

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: I don't think we would
have any problem getting that bill through 1f we

could get the commercial interests and the sport

siomal- biologists - to-wake~the-recommendatidons-with-if: .-
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fishermen to make that recommendation to the legis-
lature.

MR, JONES: One other advantage oflthat-
is it takes the monkey off the legislator's back
because what he is saying is, he can tell ﬁis con-
stituents, we have put it on the back of the peoplsg
who are supposed to know the answer and don't come
to me and let me put a bill in., They like to get
the monkey off their backs. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Burt never did dodge that
Qhen he was in‘the legislaFure.

MR. DUPUY: I would like to suggest one
thing, that we transcribe Dr. St. Amant's comments
and make that the source, the base of an article

which would appear in The Conservationist.

THE CHAIRMAN: A very good suggestioﬁ,
and unless'I have some objection --

' MR., WILLE.:  No-, I.would.like. for Mr... .
Jones to put that in the form of a motion and you
all put that in the form of another option on that
thing, and then we will go from théré to a recom-
mendation for law..

THE CHAIRMAN: 1Is that all right, Doc?

58%
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- Four options.

ing.
MR,
Commission?

MR.

MR.

MR,

THE

on,
MR.

thing.

nanme?

MR.

steps beyond.

MR. JONES: All the options are that they
authorize this Commission to set the rules for net

sizes and whatnot in these areas after public meet-

SCHATFER: Is that the desire of the

JONES: I mdve that that would be

the alternative that we propose.

SCHAFER: Number Four, that we are

to prepare legislation to that effect?

JONES Number Four.

CHAIRMAN: To éuthorize the Commis-

sion to set legal size limits and so forth and so

JONES: Someone wanted to say some-

THE" CHATRMAN: ~ Yes, sir. What“fs“your“'

C. M. BERTHELOT: If I am in order

and if there is time and all those people finish

what they ﬁave got to say, I have got a couple of

We are headed in the same direction.

e@ﬁ
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THE CHAIRMAN: Just a minute, sir. We
are very much interested in what you are saying,
and if you will go to the mike, we will get it on
the record, and I want you to state what is your
name aqd who you represent and so forth, and make
it brief.

MR. BERTHELOT: That's hard to do. I am
C. M, Berthelot and I am president of a recentlyA‘.
formed organization called Louisiana Sport Fisher-'
men, Incorporated. |

1 was at the special committee hearing
Wednesday three weeks ago, Mr. Angelle, and I talked
to several of the people here. I hadn't come acrosg
Dr. St. Amant yet. I wish I had, beéause I can
already tell him we have made moves, we have already
gdttén under’way to do just wha he is saying.

I would like to take just a minute aﬁd 1
will be as Quick as possible, but T wouId”I{Ke &qu
to kﬁow wh6 i am and our tﬁinking so far. I am
dean of students at Glen Oaks High School on sabbati-
cal leave and have taught biology at that high
school for some fourteen years. I have a Master's

degree. I am not‘a research biologist.' I am
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‘taking of these fish, That is what is happening

primarily a citizen of Louisiana.! I do fish sports
wise., I have a lot of good friends that are com-
mercial fishermen.

I can assure you that this gap exists
mainly in the minds of most people and is not
really a gap, because we are after the éame thing.
We want continued successful fishing on the coast
of Louisiana. We have many, many examples in
history. 1In fact, a first cousin of our speckle&
trout, the grey trout in bhesapeake Bay, there is
quite a history there that we certainly should
learn from.w |

Like I say, I did a number on the passen-
ger pigeon before that commifte and I think that
goes without saying, we know what the passenger
pigeon did now.

We are on record as sport fishermen to
work. with. and - through.and- support. Louisiana-Wiltd - .}
Life and Fisheries Commission in anything that

they can do. First of all, let's stop the illegal

right now. Then let's get the laws changed and

let's make us a season. I have got correspondence

Sées - .
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from other states that have similar problems and.
i would be tickled to death to pass on any informa-
tion we have. . |

But I am here primarily to tell you this,
that our organization is with you 100 perceﬁt if
you are headed in the direction which I know ydu
are of preserving the fishing ¥5dustry, particularly
on our Gulf Coast as pertains specifically to
speckled trout and redfish.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

MR. JONES: Let me ask you a question
while you are there.

THE CHAIRMAN: I wang to get his name.
I missed it. What was your name, sir?

MR. BERTHELOT: I will give you my card,
I will have to spell it three times. Right, Mr.

Angelle?

name was; it's an old French name!

THE CHAIRMAN: May I make one other
statement, If you are a schoolteacher, the Good
Lord has a speciél.place upstairs for you. I know

that for certain.
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MR. BERTHELOT: Thank you, ;ir. Let me.
say this to you. I émbvery proud to be a school
teacher. | | .

MR. JONES: What do you feel that‘the
average fisherman would feel about a proposal
whereby the Wild Life and Fisheries Commission
would be the agency instead of the legislature to
‘determine the rules and what-not of fishing. For
examplg, such as was done with dee: hunting and all
the hgﬁking now, where it is a lot more flexible.
How do you feel?

MR. BERTHELOT: Well, let me go back and
read you about our third purpose in our orgaﬁizatio
Our third, and we have just a few of them, and two
pertain to the Wild Life and Fisheries. tumber
Thgeesays, "fo work closely with the Wild Life and
Fisheries Commission in developing a program that
will insure continued fish populations for future
years; to work toward the allocation of funds for
a biological study of speckled trout and redfish.
The purpose of such.a study will be to change, if

necessary, the fishing laws in light of the find-

ings."

It .
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Mr. Ralph Parker and Mr. Steve Ward, old
No. 41 back‘with the Paul Dietzel champions, are
co-chairmen of that committee. They have already -
met with some people in Louisiana. Steve was here
but he ‘had a business meeting and had to leave.

We have got things under way alrgady in
cour own direction. ‘We will work with you 100 per-
cent and we also want to go on record, jeepers
creepers; we are not agaipst the comﬁercial fish;
ermen, WYe are for preserving speckled troﬁt and
redfish principally. How many times do we:have.
to fail as human.beings in our history, wiﬁh the
American bison, with the passengér pigeon,'righf
up to whooping crane ~-- holy mackerel, let's get
together on this thing and save these trout.

One more point. Mr. Campbell knows this

gentleman, Mr. P. C. Robert who is about as close,

in '57 and Mr. Pappy Robert is my man. I work
. for him and He is down there at Leeville on?his
houseboat and he has been there for, what,ieight
or ten years. It might not be official bu; I will

tell you what he has got. He has got a day by day
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record of fhe last four or five years of all of hisgl
fishing and probably, what, maybe 100 or 150 peopld.
My in-laws coﬁe from Minnesota. We have got friends
from‘Kentucky that cdme down over the Thanksgiving
holidays and stay with us. Pappy has got a daily
record of trout and redfish catches, day after day
after day.

I can assure you of- one thing. There is
no doubt bf this, that in the past three years the
catching that we have done has been in decline. .
Now I have to assume this, after reading thg law.
When I read the law that said no gill netting in
Terrebonne and Lafohrche Parish, I assumed that
that was because the people drafting the laws knew
that that is the natural spawning habitat of those
.fish, which I will assure you it is. They come up
Bayou Lafourche in late September and ea?ly October
just by the tens of thousands. It made me sick to
hear at that fishnet subcoﬁmittee hearing that that
was a political consideration rather than one based
on biological considerations.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Mr. Wille has

-~

a question,

SO .
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MR . WinE: No, all I wanted to say 1is,
I am not familiar-with what you were talking about
as far as the political decision, but you will
find 99.9 of the time that this Commission is going
to go‘along with the biologists' recommendaéions.

MR. BERTHELOT: I am saying -- now, don't
misunderstand me -- the laws for Lafourche and
Terrebonne are not a result of this Commission,
this Commission didn't draft those laws; I well
know that, But I say I was disappointed because I
had evidently made a‘faulty assumption., I thought
that the reason you couldn't g;ll net in Lafourche
and Terrebonne Parishes was because that is the
natural spawning habitat of the speckled trout,

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Lapeyre.

MR. LAPEYRE: Sir, does your group have
a position on gill netting? N

MR- -BERTHELOT: ..-Yes. .-Right.now.it is.. ... |
under way. Our attorney is Randy Harger and he
last night -- we went into the night; we sroke up
at 10:20 last night, and Ralph Parker, who is the
son of a commercial fisherman and was a commercial

fisherman himself until 1948 and is very, very

Foes |
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knowledgeable -- he 1s now a supervisor at Ethyl"
Corporation -- is our man on this project. He is
working on a very specific definition and accord-
ing to what Ralph tells us, his idea is, of course,
to give the commercial fisherman what he needs to
earn his 1living. Let me say that again. We are
not against the commercial fishermen, absolutely
npt.

I will tell you what we are against. We
are against the flagraunt violation of the law as it
now exists in Terrebonne and Lafourche Parishes,
There is no question about that,.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, sir. May I
have your card?

MR. BERTHELOT: Yes, sir. Thank you

very much, Mr, Chairman.

THE CHAIRMAN: Now, we have another per-
son, since we are going to go further into this.
Mr. George Snow I believe is in the audience.
Where is Mr., Snow?

FROM THE FLOOR: No, sir. We will save
our comments for your meeting next Friday.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, sir. Thank youl,

b4
L
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sir. May the Good Lord bless you. I-still have
thirty minutes. Next, Mr; Angelle.

DIRECTOR A NGELLE: Thefe may be a couple
of other items. Chief, do you want to discuss with
the Board the possibility dealing with the space
between the 2,000 webbing, as you apﬁreciéte it,
as b?ought out in theilegislative gill net com-
mittee, what the problem 1is, what‘éome of the
recommendations could be? .

MR. MICHAEL HOGAN: We now have a law on
the books saying that the maximum limit for gill
netting is 2,000 feet but there is nothing in the
law to keep a fisherman from spacing out two or
more gill.ﬁets of 2,000 feet each, spacing themx
only an inch apart or six inches apaft, which
could be a éontinuous line or making a circle.

It may be well for some legislation to
denote that not less than X number of feet or X
number of yards in any direction be left open
between the gill nets., This is one of the com-
plaints that we have gotﬁen from some of the sport

fishermen, that they are violating the true intent

"of the act, the maximum 2,000 feet, by stringing

D
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out two or more 2,000 foot nets end ﬁo end, so to
speak,

THE CHAIKMAN: I was being ugly. I was
talking. Did you give us a distance of that space
between gill nets?

MR, HOGAN: Well, that is something that
would have to be set; As it is now, there is no
provision in tﬁe law for it. You could put a gill
net within an inch of the other one, end to end.

THE.CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

MR. WILLE: What are we recommending on

MR. HOGAN: Well, in order for the fish
to have passage, I would say prdbably not less thaﬁ,
maybe a hundred yards in any direction, opening.

MR. WILLE: And we need to incorporate
that?

MR, "HOGANY “"A"hundred yards' between two ~
2,000 feet of gill net is hot a lot of space,

THE CHAIRMAN: We have allowed our sport
fishermen a litfle time. Do we have a commercial
fisherman that would like to have a little some-

thing to say? We would be glad to hear you.:

QO
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DIRECTOR ANCELLE: Trahan is over there
talking. He is usiﬁg his hands; I don't know-:
whether he can talk in the mike.

MR. JONES: Are you all looking for some-
body to talk? I can talk, I have something I
want to bring up.

THE CHAIRMAN: 0. K., Jerry, if you have.

MR. JONES: I have two things I want to
bring up.

MR. HULIN TRAHAN: I am Hulin Trahan, .
Little Caillou and so forth, gill net fisherman.

I bring sports fishing; when I bring them out fish-
ing, I charter the Boat, so I am a commercial
fisherman and a commercial sportsman hauler, or
whatever you want to call it,

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: He is a money-maker!

MR. TRAHAN: Trying to make. But when‘I
was making my hands to like that, in other words I |
can come over here and put'my gill net and 50 yards
from mine or 50 feet, somebody puts one, who 1is
going to be charged for violating the law?

' THE CHAIRMAN: Both of you. Make hinm

move, Or you move,

ET3A
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_aboﬁt it earlier. I‘would like to know what the

MR. TRAHAN: Randolph would have done
better, but that is all 1 have got to say. Thank
you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Jerry.

MR} JONES: I wasn't at the last meeting

and maybe I missed something and maybe you talked

status 1is of our request to the U. S. Fish and
Wildlife Service about the flyway, up to date, what
we have gotten from'thém, who 1is moving,vwho is not
moving.

MR. . YANCEY: O. K. .At_;his point we
don't have any official word from the Fish and
Wildlife Service as to the Commission's reduest
for realignment of Louisiana with the Central rathe
than the Mi;sissippi Flyway. We do have some indi-
cation that we are going to get something from
them within the next couple of weeks probably. We
got one phone call along tﬁat 1ine.' )

Now, we have had ﬁeetings. They have
been down from Washington twice in the past two

months and have met with us to present some of the

information they felt was pertinent to the subject.

r
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These were all-day meetings and they are working onj|

the thing. It appears at this point that we are
going to hear something within a very few days,

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. What next?

MR. JONES: One moment. What do we hear
about our request to the U. S. Fish & Wildlife
Service about alligators? |

MR. YANCEY: Well, we don't have-anything
definitevon that, eitﬁer. We don't know why it is
necessary that they take this much time to act on
the petition that the Goverﬁor sent in, to reclas-
sify the alligator in Louisianaafrom endangered tdﬁ
completely off the list in Southwest Louisiana and.
in the threatened category in Southeast and lecave i
on the endaﬁgered list for North Louisiana.

They have taken, we think, so much time

on this that it is going to make it real difficult

to work outany-kind-of- season-in-Louisiana - for. .. |

this year, which would have to be set in the very
near future if we were going to have a season dur-
ing September, which would be the latest month that
you could‘have this.

We hear rumors to the effect that serious

t
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- ment to taking it off the endangered list and put-

consideration is being given by the Interior Depart-

ting it on the threatened list throughout its
range, which would then mean that any season we
would set would have to be set in accordancé with
any federal regulations that they would feel would
be necessary from Washington or Atlanta or whoever
would administer the thing.

We think thét is going to present a vefy
difficult situétion to administer because there
are a lot of little detailed rules and regulations
that have to go along with administering one of
these seasons and to have each one of these approveid
in Washington is really going to pose some real
'broblems for us, considering the fact that usually
yéu can't even get an answer to a letter up there
usually in less than about two or three months on
thi3wsu§}ectu

MR. WILLE: One question on this. One
year, as Burt recalls, the first time they put this
t hing on the endangered species, every time we had
a call or a complaint we were shovelling it over to

the federal people, and I think the Director got

0
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“‘? »v,pretty sof;ﬁearted on the deal and kind of felt
sorry for those federal people because they didn't
'vknow how to hand1e an al}igator. Now our ageﬁts
are removing them at the.direction of the federal
people and moving them into different placeé;

I personally feel that we should take a
hard line on this. It is an endangered species and
it is up to the federal people to move it and when
they get another alligator in the Lake Charles
swimming pool down there,'I think that we oughtlto
call them and maké them moved the damned thing;: i
. think we should J;efuse to have anything to do with
'gators, and I think if we do this‘and can hold to
it and succumb to the pressure that we are going
to get -- because we are going to get a lot of
pfessure -- I think they would be ready to talk
about the alligator coming off their endangered
species list.. |

MR, YANCEY: Well, Don, so far they just
refuse: to handle‘any of these'alligatofs. "They
have assumed the jurisdiction but they haven't
assumed the resgonsibility.of handling them.

MR. WILLE: I think we need to write a

5066 :
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letter and Fake a firm stand from the Commission
and by proclamation say we are not going to have
anything more to do with the removal of alligators
and if something happens, it is not going to be on
our back, |

MR. YANCEY: Handling these nulsance
alligators is a very costly and time-consuming
matter,

MR. WILLE: You bet it is, and they are
going to get tired of it-in about six months.

MR. YANCEY: 1In this department we we?e
handling 700 to 1,000 of these things and.after
the endangeréd-species bill became law, became an
act, we had ouf personnel refer the complaint cally
to the Interior Department péople hére in Louisiang
but they refused to handle any of these animals,

" We then passed the word to our people to handle

property, life, limb or property, and thﬁt is
basically what we are doing now.

MR. WILLE: O. K,, Dick., Let's adjourn
and just do a little discussingin the corner here

like the Director is doing over there. Suppose we.

genn
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"send them a telegram, the Deparﬁment of Interior,
requesting an immediate decision or answer on our
request, and then if we don't get it so we can get
it for our next meeting, thén at the next meeting
ﬁut out a proclamation by the Commission that,’
since we do not have the jurisdiction over the
alligator, it is not our responsibility, that we
are therefore going fo have to let the federal
government handle it altogether, and that means
movement of them or anything else.

MR. YANCEY: We sent letters along this
line to the Director of the Fish and Wildlife
Service and they still refuse,

MR. WILLE: But we have never said we are
not going to do it, though. We have never really
refused theﬁ. They have got in a bind and we have
gone and helped them out in the past.

MR. YANCEY: They haven't handled .any of’
these animals. |

MR. WILLE: I kncw, and they are not goin
to, either. They don't want to get bit.

MR. YANCEY: There is one other thing of

interest here. You know, under this Public Law
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General's office, that the law that our legislature

93,205, the Endangered Species Act, the states and
the federal government are supposed to work out
cooperative programs fpr managfng endangered specief
and this was going to require legislation on the
part of our legislature to give this Commission the
authority to manage endangered species and it was

going to require certification by the Attorney

passed would conform with the federal law.

Well, all of this was doné‘and we.seng
all of this to Washington and talked in terms of a
cboperative.ag;eement_with them on this, and all we
got back Qas a léﬁter from them that apparently
makes it appear that it is going to be impossible
to work up --

MR. WILLE: Suppose we send them a bill
for five grand every time we move a 'gator?

MRy YANCEY- - Tt~looks—Iike~theSALT - -
agreement between this country and Rﬁssiaﬁis going
to be easier to get than a cooperative endangered
specles agréement.with the Interior Department,.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: We are just handling

them when it_is not in conflict with our everyday

#es6
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business.

MR. WILLE: ‘I know, Burt, but I think if
we took a real hard line and they got enough com-
plaints, I feally believe that it would softéﬁ
their atfitude, don't you? I mean if we ask tﬁem
for a decision, demand a decision, and we take a.
real hard line. We have nevér really done that as
a Commission. You know that. We have tried to
cooperate fully with the £federal government and the
only thing we get back from them is a lot of -~ I
am not going to say it because it will be blanked
out, |

MR. AONES: Could we get a telegram off
to them today or Monday, asking for a decision on
the Governor's request?

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Yes, I think we can
fire off a telegram right away, because we got a
letter the other day, saying that we had not com-"
plied with the -- B | -

MR. YANCEY: That was én the cooperative
agreement, The application to take the animal off
the list was submitted last fall, if you all will

recall, and they ran this in the Federal Register

3E)
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and they left the record open until about the
middle of October, '74, for comments, and they got
the comments and then they were going fo make the .
decision. Now we are in April of '75, some six or
seven months later, and the decision still ﬁasn't
been made, and at this point we don't know when
they are going to make it.

THE CHAIRMAN: There is a letter already
sent up by me. I should have sent you a copy. |
Saying that when they sh&wed our Governor the
decency to énswer his petition, then we wouLd be .
very happy to work with them, but. --

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: But until such time
as that, we cannot --

THE CHAIRMAN: Tﬂatfs exactly right, but
that until such time as you do answer this letter
we will not work with you or discuss this.

‘ MR. JONES.:.... Burt,. yauwanamggingwpo get
the telegram out?

THE CHAIRMAN: You will get the telegram
out? Fine. That language is already there and it
1s just exactly what we were safing.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Send me a copy of that

P33T -
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and-I can use some of that language;

"MR. BERTHELOT: Mr, Chairman, I must say
this and be on record. You will see some bumper
stickers, if you haven't already seen them, that
say "Stop Gill Netting'. Please know that that
means stop illegal gill netting. You can say only

so much on a bumper sticker and we deliberated

~about this., Our bugper stickers that say '"Stop

Gill Netting", they say exactly, '"Save Speckled
Trout. Sfop Gill Netting. Louisiana Sport Fisher
men, Inc.” You will see them. Remember, that
means stop illegal gill netting.

MR. -JONES: Thére’s the commercial
fisherman.

MR. BERTHELOT: Well, they are the ones
drawing the line and not us,.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: I know there will be
a-bill introduced-in-the-legirslature~to-prohitbit - |
g11ll netting coastwise. Are you all going to
support this type of bill?

MR. BERTHELOT: As of right now, we have
plans to come up with something more comprehensive

and better than that. A direct answer, as I told
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you, ahd I can only speak in general terms, we
want everybody to make a living and be happy and
keep these fish going. I think I can say no, we
won't go that route. ',

THE CHAIRMAN: 0. K, That 1is it.

« « « Thereupon, at 2:15 o'clock
p.m., Friday, April 18, 1975,

the speciallmeeting of the Board
of Louisiana Wild Life and.

/

Fisheries Commission was adjourned. .
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